
C Tmatters
T H E  G R E A T E R  N E W  H A V E N  C A T  P R O J E C T ,  I N C .

Every Cat Matters. Every Person Counts.  
Fall 2015

by Cheryl DeFilippo

(continued on page 2)

 

Copyright © 2015
All rights reserved. 

The Greater New Haven Cat Project, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1432, 
New Haven, Connecticut 06506
www.gnhcp.org
203-782-2287

"Compassion and the Will to Live” 
The Stories of our Special Foster Cats Derica and Captain Jack

The Greater New Haven Cat Project, Inc.
(GNHCP) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization formed in 1996 to 
address the problems of  cat
overpopulation, neglect and abuse
in our area. GNHCP provides 
spay/neuter assistance for feral, stray
and abandoned cats, and promotes
responsible pet ownership through
educational workshops. The organization
is comprised solely of  volunteers, and is 
funded through private donations,
fundraising events and grants.
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It was a typical Saturday afternoon at the GNHCP Center, cleaning cages, scheduling 
spay/neuter appointments, and the hustle-bustle of  potential adopters coming to meet our 
foster cats. Toward the end of  the afternoon, an assistance call came in from “Derek.” 
A friendly young cat, who was severely emaciated, wandered into his place of  business 
looking for food. Derek was able to confine the cat and at the end of  the day, I went to pick 
her up. Sleeping inside a box was a beautiful, little smokey gray cat. She was skin and 
bones. I brought her to our vet. Although she was able to eat, “Derica” has very bad GI 
issues, and this was conveyed to the vet upon drop off. After an initial health check, the vet 
discovered that Derica had a hard lump in her abdominal area.

As anyone who has been involved in animal rescue knows, living on the street is not an 
easy life, and fearing the worst, an x-ray was done to see what was going on in Derica’s 
belly.  Having witnessed many injuries and diagnoses, Derica’s results was a “first”:  She 
had ingested a plastic bag containing magnets which was affecting her ability to eat, and 
obstructing the passage of  food. GNHCP‘s vet saved the magnets, so I could see first-hand. 
Once the plastic bag was removed, Derica remained hospitalized and subsequently went 
into a foster home where she was on a very strict diet while she healed.

Derica was a trooper, and wasn’t going to let this experience get in her way of  finding 
her forever home. After several months, Derica was healthy enough to move into the 
GNHCP  Center. She had developed chronic upper respiratory issues, and was repeatedly 
on antibiotics. Derica moved to a foster home and while in foster care, she started to have 
issues with her left ear, tilting her head, and pawing at her ear in discomfort. GNHCP was 
referred to a specialist, expecting that Derica would need to undergo a CT scan or imaging 
to determine if  there was a polyp growing in her left ear. How much more could this sweet
cat endure? Fortunately, it was only an ear infection, and after treatment, and a recheck, 
she is “polyp-free.” Derica’s gentle and outgoing personality worked her magic on the 
foster home, and she has since been adopted!

Just as the dust was settling from Derica’s veterinary issues, GNHCP received another 
distress call, from “Sharon” about a severely injured cat in her neighborhood. I drove to 
Sharon’s house after work due to the urgency of  the situation, and found “Captain Jack”.
He was so hungry that before I could even set the trap, he had run into it. 
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This was one of  the most horrific sight’s I have ever seen – he had holes in 
his chest with pus running out of  them. The entire time he was talking up a 
storm and purring -- he was definitely not ready to leave this earth. There was 
so much going on with him, we had to prioritize what to treat – first the 
systemic infection, second the 
anemia, and third the high kidney 
values. After weeks of  drains, 
antibiotics, and hormone injections to boost 
his red blood cell production, his 
condition reached a plateau. 
GNHCP brought Captain Jack to 
a specialist, who had determined
that the underlying cause of  the 
systemic infection was 
mycoplasmosis due to a bacteria 
carried by mosquitoes. Being 
severely malnourished, Captain Jack’s immune system was so compromised, 
that he could not fight off  the bacterial infection, which spread throughout 
his body, and was literally bursting through his skin. 

After months of  care, Captain Jack’s condition has now stabilized, and 
he continues to be in foster care. He is a special needs cat, with kidney 
disease. His love and gratitude is immense – a kind stranger listened to his 
call for help, reached out to GNHCP and we were able to respond and 
thankfully get him the proper care he needed.

These two special cats are examples of  what these animals living on the 
street endure and how irresponsible people routinely discard their pets and 
contribute to unnecessary suffering and overpopulation. As animal 
advocates, please continue to spread the word that spaying/neutering cats –
tame or feral -- is the humane way to get to the root of  the overpopulation 
issue. You can make a difference!

Charitable Giving 
is Tax Deductible

At GNHCP, we keep our overhead  
costs low and the bene�its for felines
high. We have a strong tradition 
of stretching our donors’ dollars 
as far as they can go.  
Our work would not be possible

without the generous �inancial
support of caring people like you.
In 2014, GNHCP was able to provide
spay/neuter and veterinary  
assistance to 533 feral and stray 
cats in the greater New Haven area. 
In addition, 100 cats who were once 
homeless were placed in permanent
homes! 

Your donation will go to work 
instantly to enable GNHCP to 
continue its mission to address 
cat overpopulation through 
spaying/neutering and public 
education.  If you prefer, you can 
designate where you would like 
your donation to be used: to 
provide food and veterinary care 
for our foster cats or our special 
needs cats (The Tommy Fund); to 
the spay/neuter program or feral 
and stray cats; or for over head 
at our Center (i.e., electric bill, 
rent, etc). With the �lurry of  
activity that takes place from 
mid-November through the end 
of the calendar year, now is the 
time to consider a tax-deductible 
donation to GNHCP.  GNHCP is 
also able to receive securities.

GNHCP is an authorized tax-exempt,
non-pro�it organization under
Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal
Revenue Code.
  What does it mean to be a 501(c)(3) 
organization? For donors like you, 
this means your contributions are
fully tax-deductible to the amount 
allowed by law. 

Please help GNHCP continue 
its good work.  Thank you. 
GNHCP,  P.O. Box 1432,  
 New Haven, CT 06506

Captain JackCaptain Jack

During October, 2015, GNHCP volunteers worked with 
Squash Haven, a New Haven-based youth group, to assemble shelters 
for outdoor cats. The group assembled 12 shelters which are in the process of  being 
distributed to feral cat caregivers.



by Val Maloney
One of  the qualities we look for in our prospective volunteers is someone 

who has empathy for homeless cats, and animals in general. That statement 
defines Kara, as she is a passionate and caring animal lover. Kara helps GNHCP
in many ways but her willingness to foster the sickest cats makes her invaluable.

Kara is currently fostering two special needs cats: Leonardo and Derica.
Leonardo has juvenile gingivitis, which requires administering medicine twice a 
day. Derica was found half-starved living on garbage and had ingested a plastic 
bag containing magnets. Derica recovered well from her surgery, but continued 
to have numerous upper respiratory and ear issues, resulting in treatments from a 
specialist. When Kara heard these two cats needed special care she stepped up to 
do the job – and has since decided to adopt Derica!  

Kara also helps with the direct care of  the foster cats at the GNHCP Center. 
She creates adoption posters, ID cards for the cat cages, transports cats to the vet, 
and helps with fundraisers. 

Several years ago, one lucky cat at the GNHCP Center was adopted by Kara. 
Bailey caught Kara’s eye because she is a beautiful cream color but also because 
she was unlikely to be adopted due to her skittish personality. And, when a family 
member had to give up their cat because it had demonstrated aggressive behavior 
with children, Kara helped that unwanted cat and brought “Skye” home to live 
with Bailey. Skye and Bailey are such lucky cats to be adopted by Kara who 
understands their quirks and loves them unconditionally.

Kara’s caring personality is not just reserved for animals. She lives a purposeful life in her work for a non-profit 
education-based organization that is focused on schools. Hiking, biking, and white water rafting are just some of  the 
outdoor activities that Kara enjoys with her boyfriend of  five years, Kerry. Kara and Kerry live in the New Haven area 
but would someday like to live in the beautiful state of  Maine.

The GNHCP volunteers and all the foster kitties appreciate the time Kara dedicates to improving the lives of  
homeless cats through her volunteer work with GNHCP.

Volunteer Spotlight ~Kara Rynecki
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UPCOMING EVENTS:
Top human meds that are toxic to pets 

from Pet Poison Hotline

• Pain relievers 
•Antidepressants 

•ADD/ADHD medications 
•Sleep aids 

•Muscle relaxants 
•Heart medications  

The Pet Poison help line is 1-800-213-6680
www.petpoisonhelpline.com.

GNHCP Wish List – Things to keep our Center clean 
and running smoothly and to keep our foster cats happy and healthy.

Gift cards to: 
★MART , Petco 

or grocery stores
First-class stamps 

Paper towels

Trash bags 
Simple Green 

Dish soap
Advantage

KMR Powder Formula
Catnip toys, Toy mice

Cat treats
Unopened dry and 

canned cat food
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Please visit our Facebook group page under the name
 The Greater New Haven Cat Project, Inc.

Memorial and Honorary Contributions
In Memory of Josephine Earley-O'Connell, from Charles Iadaresta
In Memory of Graziella de Solodow, from Joseph Solodow
In Memory of "Lloyd", from Bobby and Linda O'Donnell
In Memory of "Rascal", from Joanna Baymiller
In Memory of "Giles", from Karen Wolfe
In Memory of "Sylvan", from Casey Sibilio
In Memory of "Cleopatra, Queenie & Mouse", from Judith Nizen
  In Honor of "Sophie" (aka "Wink"), from the Ward Family
In Honor of Val Maloney, from Pam Pisano

The falling leaves should remind you to provide shelters for your outdoor cats.  
Cats need a place to get out of  the cold wind and to stay dry during the cold 
and wet winter months. If  your cats already have shelters, it’s time to clean 
out the bugs and old straw and stuff  them with new clean straw (not hay).
(detailed instructions can be found on www.gnhcp.org)
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