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For many outdoor cat caretakers, the story begins with one cat which becomes another 
and then another. For Peggy, it became twenty-five cats, yet she was always willing to help. 
Turning to creative solutions, Peggy creates homes for the cats out of tents full of warm 
blankets, beds filled with clean hay, and sheds kept heated in winter. She even repurposed 
an old vehicle into a cat house equipped with plenty of resting spots. When it comes time 
to play, Peggy attaches a toy to the end of a fishing pole and reels the toy in while the cats 
gleefully chase after it. Through her resourcefulness and creativity, Peggy has ensured the 
outdoor cats are treated with the same respect as indoor cats. 

For Lisa, the cats she cares for found her rather than the other way around. With two 
rescue cats at home, Lisa knew the cats outside were just as deserving of love and care. 
Lisa makes sure all of the cats are well fed and provides hay beds for all types of weather 
conditions. To provide for the outdoor cats, Lisa reuses and repurposes everything 
that has gone uneaten or unused to ensure all of the cats are well managed. In the past, 
Lisa has used her own personal charm and connections with others to try and find 
permanent homes for the eligible outdoor cats. However, it had become harder to find 
people willing to adopt. 

CARING THROUGH 
CREATIVITY AND 
PERSISTENCE
By Natalie Zatz

Continued on Page 2

The Greater New Haven Cat Project, Inc. 
(GNHCP) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit orga-
nization formed in 1996 to address the 
problems of cat overpopulation, neglect 
and abuse in our area. GNHCP provides 
spay/neuter assistance for feral, stray and 
abandoned cats, and promotes respon-
sible pet ownership through educational 
workshops. The organization is com-
prised solely of volunteers, and is funded 
through private donations, fundraising 
events and grants.

The GNHCP Board
Executive Committee
Cheryl DeFilippo President
Diane Frost  Vice-President
Emily Doubleday   Treasurer
Sue Jordan  Secretary
Katherine Gaudet Fundraising
Linda Klise  Development
Robert A. Schaper  V.M.D.

Additional Board Members
Brittany Costantini, Social Media
Renee Costantini, Public Relations
Rachel Schupp, Webmaster
Ellen Su, Webmaster & Graphic Designer

GNHCP Catmatters staff 
Muffy German, Ellen Su, Natalie Zatz

Visit us Online!
Website: www.GNHCP.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/GNHCP
Instagram: @gnhcp.inc

Feral cats that Peggy cares for
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The Greater New Haven 
Cat Project, Inc. present the....

During the Campaign Day on November 14th, all online donations 
made through the Community Foundation’s website will have the donation 
fee waived. Help us reach our fundraising goal by contributing online!

Forget Black Friday and Cyber Monday,
join the international Giving Tuesday 
movement by donating to GNHCP on 
11/27, the Tuesday after Thanksgiving!

Visit www.gnhcp.org/fallferalfix to find out more

EVENTS
Fill the Forester for Ferals

Saturday, 12/1
10am-2pm

A Cat Food Drive for GNHCP

Premier Subaru Branford
150 North Main Street
Branford, CT 06405

(800) 411-4551

&

At GNHCP, we keep our overhead costs low and 
the benefits for felines high. We have a strong 
tradition of stretching our donors’ dollars as far 
as they can go.

Our work would not be possible without the 
generous financial support of caring people like 
you. In 2017, GNHCP was able to provide spay/
neuter and veterinary assistance to 518 feral and 
stray cats in the greater New Haven area. 

Your donation will go to work instantly to enable 
GNHCP to continue its mission to address cat 
overpopulation through spaying/neutering 
and public education. If you prefer, you can 
designate where you would like your donation 
to be used: to provide food and veterinary care 
for our foster cats or our special needs cats (The 
Tommy Fund); to the spay/neuter program 
or feral and stray cats; or for over head at our 
Center (i.e., electric bill, rent, etc). With the 
flurry of activity that takes place from mid-
November through the end of the calendar 
year, now is the time to consider an end-of-year 
donation to GNHCP. GNHCP is also able to 
receive securities.

GNHCP is an authorized tax-exempt, non-profit 
organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code. 

What does it mean to be a 501(c)(3) 
organization? For donors like you, this means 
your contributions may be fully tax-deductible 
to the amount allowed by law.

Please help GNHCP continue its good work. 
Thank you.

Holiday Giving with GNHCP

When it came time for outside help, both Peggy and Lisa contacted the 
Greater New Haven Cat Project to assist in trapping to spay, neuter, and 
vaccinate the cats. With the help of GNHCP and its volunteers, all of the 
cats have successfully been trapped, neutered, and returned (TNR) to their 
home environment.  GNHCP’s mission of humanely controlling the feral cat 
population would not be possible without dedicated community members 
such as Lisa and Peggy. Once a colony is considered successfully TNRed, it is 
the community caretaker who helps to maintain the colony. Because of their 
own individual efforts and the help of the GNHCP, both Lisa and Peggy have 
reported that there have been no additional cats in recent years. For the feral 
cats that have found an outside home with Lisa and Peggy, they are able to 
return to their outside homes fitted with warm beds, an assortment of food, 
and dedicated caretakers who treat them with the same love and respect as the 
indoor cats separated by only a door.   

Feral cats that Lisa cares for

Fall Feral Fix
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At first glance you wouldn’t expect Sue 
Jordan to have any connection with 
The Greater New Haven Cat Project 
(GNHCP). She and her husband have 
no cats. Instead, they are the devoted 
“parents” of a boxer, Spike. They are both 
thorough animal lovers. Her husband 
grew up with dogs in the house, while 
Sue “always had a cat until I got married.”

About seven years ago, a situation outside 
her former workplace in New Haven 
prompted Sue to discover the Cat Project. 
A growing colony of feral cats needed 
aid. Researching rescue organizations, 
she found and contacted GNHCP. It was 
Diane who did the trapping, transport 
to the vet and return of many of the 
cats. Sue said GNHCP was “such a 
good, responsive organization” that she 
“definitely wanted to give back.”

True to her word, she has volunteered 
for the Cat Project in many ways over 
the past six years. She began by doing cat 
food drives at Agway with Diane, and 
then became part of the organization’s 
fundraising committee. At present, she 
serves on GNHCP’s board as recording/
corresponding secretary, maintains 
several data bases, and writes thank you 
notes. Sue also retrieves phone messages 
and returns calls to people in need of 
help as she was years earlier.

Sue notes of her volunteer work for 
GNHCP: “It’s been a really rewarding 
experience.” As a cat lover she “gets her 
cat fix” doing direct care at the center 
one day a week. She said her “playtime 
with cats” is “such a relaxing thing…. 
Sometimes they’re the highlight of 
my week.” Although there have been 
many favorites through the years, her 
namesakes, Suzie and SJ are very dear 
to her.  At this time, she is working 
on “Spike” to see if he will accept two 
foster cats, Redford & Newman to come 
live at her house.  In retirement she 
continues to take on even more volunteer 
opportunities. She solicits donations 
for the annual Feral Feline Festival and 
does gift wrapping at Barnes & Noble in 
December. Recently, she participated in 
cat shelter building with young people 
from the Squash Haven Youth group.

Sue’s connection with the Cat Project 
has been a catalyst for personal growth 
as well. Though “it’s kind of scary to 
find your voice,” she has begun to try to 

“recruit her fellow retirees” to volunteer 
for GNHCP. “I have met so many 
wonderful volunteers and really admire 
the dedication of our director.  It has 
been a true opportunity for growth for 
me.” She is also considering other ways to 
help out, such as fostering and socializing 
kittens. The Greater New Haven Cat 
Project is tremendously fortunate to 
have such a hardworking, delightful and 
modest ambassador in volunteer Sue 
Jordan.
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VOLUNTEER 
SPOTLIGHT 
A CHAT WITH
SUE JORDAN

Redford and Newman as kittens

Sue is considering adopting Redford and 
Newman if Spike will accept them

Memorial Contributions
A. Simeone, In Memory of “Shadow”
Elm City Parks Conservancy, In Memory of Matthew Naab
C. Iadaresta, In Memory of Josephine Earley-O’Connell
B. Canali, in Memory of “Bebe” and all our beloved pets that have passed
B. Reichert, In Memory of “Big”
S. O’Brien, In Memory of “Toby” & “Lucy”
R. Baxter, In Memory of “Hermia”
R. Carey, In Memory of Bill Carey
D. Leonardi, In Memory of “Oreo”
E. Vegso, In Memory of “Blondie”
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Visit us on the web

www.gnhcp.org

Please sign me up for a:

Basic Donation ($25) :______ Population Donation ($45) :______  Gift Donation ($25) :______  Sponsor a Foster Cat ($125):______ 

Memorial Donation: $______  In memory of:_________________________________________________________________

Contribution to GNHCP:  Spay/Neuter Program $______   Tommy Fund $______   Center expenses $______

Name__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Full Address_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thank you for your support of our efforts. All donations are tax deductible.

Donations
The Greater New Haven Cat Project, Inc. (GNHCP), begun in 1996, works to combat the cat overpopulation dilemma with a comprehensive spay/
neuter program that focuses on the numerous feral colonies and abandoned cats of Connecticut. We also locate excellent, stable homes for the 
friendly cats and kittens that are found or abandoned in the streets and houses of the Greater New Haven area. Finally, we offer other programs 
such as The Tommy Fund, Barn Home Project and regular operations at our Center.  If you would like to aid and abet our burgeoning mission, 
then please consider one of the following options for your gracious donation: 

Basic Donation: 
With an annual donation of $25, you will 
receive copies of our newsletter, Catmatters 
twice a year.

Population Donation: 
With an annual donation of $45, you will 
receive a copy of our newsletter, Catmatters, 
twice yearly as well as a 10% discount on all 
tickets for a GNHCP fundraising event. Most 
importantly, this type of gift enables GNHCP 
to spay one female cat and to promote a 
healthy, humane approach to the cat overpop-
ulation problem.

Gift Donation:
With a minimum donation of $25, this gift 
is a great idea for a birthday or holiday for 
the fellow or sister cat lover in your life. The 
recipient will receive an acknowledgment 
on your behalf in addition to our newsletter, 
Catmatters, for one year.

Memorial Donation: 
You can recognize a special animal or person 
in your life with a donation that will help other 
cats.

Additional Contribution: 
Any additional donations received through our 
newsletter will help to fund our spay/neuter 
program, The Tommy Fund (for extraordi-
nary veterinary expenses) or operations at our 
Center.

Foster Cat Sponsorship: 
With a donation of $125, you will receive our 
newsletter, Catmatters, for one year, a photo 
and update on your sponsored cat and a 10% 
discount on GNHCP merchandise or tickets 
for a GNHCP fundraising event.


