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Visit us on the web

www.gnhcp.org

Please sign me up for a:

Basic Donation ($25) :______ Population Donation ($45) :______  Gift Donation ($25) :______  Sponsor a Foster Cat ($125):______ 

Memorial Donation: $______  In memory of:_________________________________________________________________

Contribution to GNHCP:  Spay/Neuter Program $______   Tommy Fund $______   Center expenses $______

Name__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Full Address_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thank you for your support of our efforts. All donations are tax deductible.

Donations
The Greater New Haven Cat Project, Inc. (GNHCP), begun in 1996, works to combat the cat overpopulation dilemma with a comprehensive spay/
neuter program that focuses on the numerous feral colonies and abandoned cats of Connecticut. We also locate excellent, stable homes for the 
friendly cats and kittens that are found or abandoned in the streets and houses of the Greater New Haven area. Finally, we offer other programs 
such as The Tommy Fund, Barn Home Project and regular operations at our Center.  If you would like to aid and abet our burgeoning mission, 
then please consider one of the following options for your gracious donation: 

Basic Donation: 
With an annual donation of $25, you will 
receive copies of our newsletter, Catmatters 
twice a year.

Population Donation: 
With an annual donation of $45, you will 
receive a copy of our newsletter, Catmatters, 
twice yearly as well as a 10% discount on all 
tickets for a GNHCP fundraising event. Most 
importantly, this type of gift enables GNHCP 
to spay one female cat and to promote a 
healthy, humane approach to the cat overpop-
ulation problem.

Gift Donation:
With a minimum donation of $25, this gift 
is a great idea for a birthday or holiday for 
the fellow or sister cat lover in your life. The 
recipient will receive an acknowledgment 
on your behalf in addition to our newsletter, 
Catmatters, for one year.

Memorial Donation: 
You can recognize a special animal or person 
in your life with a donation that will help other 
cats.

Additional Contribution: 
Any additional donations received through our 
newsletter will help to fund our spay/neuter 
program, The Tommy Fund (for extraordi-
nary veterinary expenses) or operations at our 
Center.

Foster Cat Sponsorship: 
With a donation of $125, you will receive our 
newsletter, Catmatters, for one year, a photo 
and update on your sponsored cat and a 10% 
discount on GNHCP merchandise or tickets 
for a GNHCP fundraising event.
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Every Cat Matters. Every Person Counts.
Spring 2017

The Greater New Haven Cat Project, Inc. 
(GNHCP) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit orga-
nization formed in 1996 to address the 
problems of cat overpopulation, neglect 
and abuse in our area. GNHCP provides 
spay/neuter assistance for feral, stray and 
abandoned cats, and promotes respon-
sible pet ownership through educational 
workshops. The organization is com-
prised solely of volunteers, and is funded 
through private donations, fundraising 
events and grants.

The GNHCP Board
Executive Committee
Cheryl DeFilippo President
Diane Frost  Vice-President
Emily Doubleday   Treasurer
Sue Jordan  Secretary
Katherine Gaudet Fundraising
Linda Klise  Development
Robert A. Schaper  V.M.D.

Additional Board Members
Sue Centone, Volunteer Coordinator
Annie Chen, Community Outreatch 
Brittany Costantini, Public Relations
Renee Costantini, Public Relations
Rachel Schupp, Webmaster
Ad Spiers, Social Media
Ellen Su, Webmaster & Graphic Designer

GNHCP Catmatters staff 
Muffy German, Ellen Su, Natalie Zatz

The summer of 2010 was the first time John met the fluffy calico cat with green eyes on 5th 
Street that he would later affectionately name Mama Fluff. He began feeding her some food 
and by the time winter had rolled around, he noticed that she had some other friends and 
began feeding them too. Mama Fluff soon gave birth to several different litters, and it was out 
of the first of these that John found Pinky. However, John found more than just Mama Fluff 
and Pinky that year; he also found immense joy and compassion in taking care of feral cats and 
found a network of people with the same goals at The Greater New Haven Cat Project.

A VOICE FOR THE VOICELESS
by Natalie Zatz

Continued on Page 2

Originally from the Lower Hudson Valley in New 
York, John and his siblings grew up as animal 
lovers. Caring for animals seemed to run in the 
family. John, along with his partner Virginia and 
his children Zach and Octavia all make it a family 
effort to bring love to each animal they help. Their 
family has expanded to include their rescued cats 
Pinky, Jake, and Dot and their Chihuahua-Yorkie 
“Chorkie” mix, Minnie.  

Now, seven years after that fateful summer, John has moved to Elliot Street. In addition to 
feeding and sheltering the feral cats on his new street, he still visits 5th Street every single day 
to care for the cats that he never left behind. GNHCP continues to drop off food so that John 
can continue to feed these cats and other cats around the neighborhood. He carries the food in 
the back of his car and stops to feed any stray cats he spots. If a new cat is spotted, he notifies 
Debbie, one of the GNHCP volunteers, so she can relay the need for assistance to have the 
cats trapped, neutered, and returned. Both John and Debbie embody the determination and 
perseverance that is needed to help control the feral cat population in New Haven.  

John’s dedication and passion for helping cats is inspiring. He tries to educate people on 
the importance of spaying and neutering animals as well as raising awareness of Feline 
Immunodeficiency Virus (FIV). FIV is similar to the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) in 
humans. It attacks the immune system of cats and is transmitted through biting.
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Unfortunately, Mama Fluff was FIV positive. John did everything he could to give 
her a warm, happy, and long life. She lived on his porch and could be found sitting 
on the grass next to his barbeque purring away on a summer day with eyes that 
shone with admiration. Although each cat shows their appreciation in their own 
unique way, John says that “these cats don’t have voices; we are their voices.” 

The feral cats that John has helped and will continue to help are lucky to have such 
a strong and compassionate voice translate the comfort and gratitude that John 
brings to their lives each and every day.  

9AM - 3PM
Saturday, May 20 

58 Hall St, Hamden
Bring items to donate or take home 
some treasures at our annual Tag 
Sale! Rain date Sunday, May 21.

Continued from Page 1

Sasha and Rej, one of our senior foster cats 

Sasha Bindra, whose family adopted “Hattie” and 
“Dawn” from GNHCP in 2016, allocates one-third of 
her allowance each week to charity.  She saved her 
allowance for one year, and in January of every year, 
she chooses her charity of choice.  This year, Sasha 
chose GNHCP and we received a $100 donation.  

All of the GNHCP foster cats thank you, Sasha!

Save The Date!
UPCOMING EVENTS

4/23
GNHCP at the Wooster Square 
Cherry Blossom Festival
5/1 - 7/29
GNHCP Raffle
5/2 - 5/3
The Great Give
5/20
GNHCP Tag Sale

STAY TUNED

7/29
Raffle Drawing
11/4
Feral Feline Festival
TBA
GNHCP Open House

Full event details and up-to-date 
calendar can be found at:
www.gnhcp.org

GNHCP RAFFLE
Four Prizes to be awarded:

• $275 Visa gift card
• $200 gift card for Amazon.com
• $100 gift card for Subway
• $50 gift card for Stop & Shop

Purchase your raffle ticket from a 
GNHCP volunteer for $1 between 
May 1 and July 29. 

Raffle drawing to be held at The 
Greater New Haven Cat Project, Inc. 
on July 29, 2017 at 6 PM. 
Winner need not be present to win. 

GNHCP  Tag Sale

C   Tmatters
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Rachel Schupp has volunteered for 
The Greater New Haven Cat Project 
for about 8 years. It was a co-worker’s 
chance posting of a wish list for the Cat 
Project that first drew her attention. 
Remembering her childhood desire to 
work at a no-kill cat shelter, Rachel began 
donating supplies. Soon, she enlisted 
friends and family to help her provide 
GNHCP with paper towels, cat food, 
etc. every other Saturday. Through those 
regular visits Rachel noticed Suzanne, a 
beautiful but shy calico. While Suzanne’s 
littermates were friendly and clearly 
adoptable, she remained less trusting 
and shy. Suzanne and her littermates 
were living under a dumpster in a large 
condominium complex in Hamden.  
They were fed and initially caught by 
a compassionate resident who called 
GNHCP for spay/neuter assistance for the 
colony, and for placement of the kittens. 
Although Rachel already shared her home 
with two rescue cats, she decided to adopt 
Suzanne (renamed Bella). In her new 
home, Bella bonded with Simmy, one of 
Rachel’s male cats-they were very much 
“an item.” Rachel noted with amusement 
that Bella “never came around totally, but 
they watched CNN together.” In her own 
“calico” way, Bella loved Rachel, and she 
knew Rachel loved her.

This empathy for the “underdog” also 
shines through in Rachel’s professional 
life as a dental assistant in a practice 
specializing in pediatrics including 
children with autism or Down’s 
Syndrome. She has a gift for relating to 
these special children and putting them 
at ease. Many parents insist: “I want you 
to work with my child.” She is equally 
passionate about “preparing them for the 
future and independent living.” 

Impressed with the organization and 
absolute spotlessness at GNHCP’s 
center, Rachel took on the Tuesday night 
“direct care” shift. Her enthusiasm soon 
transformed the mundane cleaning 
tasks as her favorite part of each visit is 
to “try to socialize the shy cats and keep 
a record of their progress. You form a 
bond with them, and the hardest thing 
is seeing them go home. But this is what 
we do and it’s a good thing.” She began 
to photograph the cats at the Center for 
GNHCP’s website. Next, she had the 
inspiration to create a “magazine” of 
photos for each cat awaiting adoption. 
As well as “glamour shots” of the cat, the 
pictures include the cat’s littermates and 
favorite playmates. Each magazine helps 

reveal the personality of a particular cat 
to potential adopters, and goes home 
with the cat when adopted. It was this 
innovative idea that earned Rachel the 
nickname “Mammarazzi” of the Cat 
Project.

Rachel also serves on the Fundraising 
Committee, and has recently joined 
the Board of Directors, where she will 
maintain the organization’s website on 
www.petfinder.com.  Since Bella’s passing, 
she has adopted Brenna and Mimi from 
GNHCP. In GNHCP, she has found 
a worthy outlet for her compassion.  
Her patience in working with the 
organization’s shy cats has enabled them 
to trust people and find their forever 
home. We are grateful to have such a 
special person involved in our rescue 
efforts.

VOLUNTEER 
SPOTLIGHT 
RACHEL SCHUPP
by Muffy German

Rachel and Mimi, her social media star

Bella (left) and her beau, Simmy (right)

Memorial Contributions
In Memory of Josephine Earley-O’Connell, from Charles Iadaresta and Marjorie Scorey
In Memory of “Liam,” 2003-2016, from Kate Fornal
In Memory of “Paul,” “Inky,” “Lucy,” and “Missy”, from Christina Bliss
In Memory of “Titan,” from Michele Acanfora
In Memory of “Millie,” from Annie Chen
In Memory of “Giles,” from Karen Wolfe
In Memory of “Wynn,” from Kate and Garrett Ebersole
In Memory of “Marley,” and in Honor of “Dylan,” from David Kozak
In Memory of Serena Moore, from Diane & Jimmy Midolo


