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Please sign me up for a:

Basic Donation ($25) :______ Population Donation ($45) :______  Gift Donation ($25) :______  Sponsor a Foster Cat ($125):______ 

Memorial Donation: $______  In memory of:_________________________________________________________________

Contribution to GNHCP:  Spay/Neuter Program $______   Tommy Fund $______   Center expenses $______

Name__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Full Address_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thank you for your support of our efforts. All donations are tax deductible.

Donations
The Greater New Haven Cat Project, Inc. (GNHCP), begun in 1996, works to combat the cat overpopulation dilemma with a comprehensive spay/
neuter program that focuses on the numerous feral colonies and abandoned cats of Connecticut. We also locate excellent, stable homes for the 
friendly cats and kittens that are found or abandoned in the streets and houses of the Greater New Haven area. Finally, we offer other programs 
such as The Tommy Fund, Barn Home Project and regular operations at our Center.  If you would like to aid and abet our burgeoning mission, 
then please consider one of the following options for your gracious donation: 

Basic Donation: 
With an annual donation of $25, you will 
receive copies of our newsletter, Catmatters 
twice a year.

Population Donation: 
With an annual donation of $45, you will 
receive a copy of our newsletter, Catmatters, 
twice yearly as well as a 10% discount on all 
tickets for a GNHCP fundraising event. Most 
importantly, this type of gift enables GNHCP 
to spay one female cat and to promote a 
healthy, humane approach to the cat overpop-
ulation problem.

Gift Donation:
With a minimum donation of $25, this gift 
is a great idea for a birthday or holiday for 
the fellow or sister cat lover in your life. The 
recipient will receive an acknowledgment 
on your behalf in addition to our newsletter, 
Catmatters, for one year.

Memorial Donation: 
You can recognize a special animal or person 
in your life with a donation that will help other 
cats.

Additional Contribution: 
Any additional donations received through our 
newsletter will help to fund our spay/neuter 
program, The Tommy Fund (for extraordi-
nary veterinary expenses) or operations at our 
Center.

Foster Cat Sponsorship: 
With a donation of $125, you will receive our 
newsletter, Catmatters, for one year, a photo 
and update on your sponsored cat and a 10% 
discount on GNHCP merchandise or tickets 
for a GNHCP fundraising event.
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Every Cat Matters. Every Person Counts.
Spring 2018

The Greater New Haven Cat Project, Inc. 
(GNHCP) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit orga-
nization formed in 1996 to address the 
problems of cat overpopulation, neglect 
and abuse in our area. GNHCP provides 
spay/neuter assistance for feral, stray and 
abandoned cats, and promotes respon-
sible pet ownership through educational 
workshops. The organization is com-
prised solely of volunteers, and is funded 
through private donations, fundraising 
events and grants.

The GNHCP Board
Executive Committee
Cheryl DeFilippo President
Diane Frost  Vice-President
Emily Doubleday   Treasurer
Sue Jordan  Secretary
Katherine Gaudet Fundraising
Linda Klise  Development
Robert A. Schaper  V.M.D.

Additional Board Members
Brittany Costantini, Public Relations
Renee Costantini, Public Relations
Rachel Schupp, Webmaster
Ad Spiers, Social Media
Ellen Su, Webmaster & Graphic Designer

GNHCP Catmatters staff 
Muffy German, Ellen Su, Natalie Zatz

Located in the Wooster neighborhood of New Haven, Cathy Sansone captures the community 
spirit of the place she calls home. Her story of providing over forty cats with food and shelter 
is rooted in her community’s own story and people. When a house built on Brown Street 
dislocated a feral cat colony, Cathy did her best to lure the cats closer to her building. She took 
on a responsibility to feed the cats, and with the help of the Greater New Haven Cat Project 
President Cheryl DeFilippo, ensured that the cats were trapped, neutered, and returned (TNR). 
More than fifteen years later, Cathy remains dedicated to ensuring the cats receive food and 
water twice a day even it means heading out in cold weather and breaking up frozen water. She 
has also established several homemade shelters that allow the cats a reprieve from the weather 
and a place to rest. 

A COMPASSIONATE SPIRIT FOR 
CATS AND COMMUNITY
by Natalie Zatz

Continued on Page 2

Cathy’s strong sense of responsibility and community spirit extends to her apartment building. 
As the president of the building, Cathy expresses her gratitude to her neighbors’ acceptance 
of the colony. She says that “we have a wonderful crew of people that love the cats.” When 
new neighbors move in, Cathy takes the time to explain that feral cats are a part of the city of 
New Haven and that performing TNR and ensuring the cats are well fed are part of a humane 
solution to control the feral cat population. 

The cats express their gratitude to Cathy and the rest of the community in their own special 
ways. Some cats, such as a trickster affectionately named Trixie, are not able to be pet, but their 
unique personalities offer a glimpse at the different types of cats helped by Cathy’s actions. 
Geriatric cats, such as Mr. Brown, are a testament to how human attention and care can 
provide a feral cat with a long life. Then there are Buddy and Pinta who Cathy agreed to take in 

Meow, Oreo, and Suerte, feral cats that Cathy cares for
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for a friend after he moved away from the feral cat colony he was feeding. 
Buddy and Pinta’s friendly demeanors serve as powerful examples that 
actions out of friendship and shared compassion for animals can create 
happiness in cats that would otherwise be lost or unrecognized. 

Cathy’s sense of community also extends to social media. She praises the 
efforts of people dedicated to TNR who post their stories of traveling and 
providing food to cats in need. By staying connected to people in her local 
area and beyond, Cathy spreads awareness of her own efforts to ensure 
the cats have had access to veterinary care and remain well fed. In doing 
so, Cathy helps strengthen the message that when a colony of cats is well 
taken care of, the whole community benefits.

Continued from Page 1

COMING SOON: GNHCP RAFFLE

Four Prizes to be awarded:
• $250 Visa gift card
• $200 gift card for Stop & Shop
• $100 gift card for Subway
• $50 gift card for Petco

Purchase your raffle ticket from a GNHCP volunteer for $1 
between May 1 and July 28. 

Raffle drawing to be held at The Greater New Haven Cat 
Project, Inc. on July 28, 2018 at 6 PM. Winner need not be 
present to win. 

9AM - 3PM
Saturday, May 19 

2 Belfast St, Milford

Bring items to donate or take home some treasures 
at our annual Tag Sale! Rain date Sunday, May 20.

GNHCP  Tag Sale
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GNHCP is 

particpating in...

Pinto, a feral cat that Cathy cares for

Place your bets! 
Save the date for our annual Casino Bus Trip:

September 8, 2018

Join us for a night of food and fun at Mohegan Sun. 
Your ticket covers the round trip bus ride, as well as 
a voucher for food and credits. 

Stay tuned for more information on when and how 
to purchase your tickets. 

Casino Bus Trip

T O U C H S T O N E 
C R Y S T A L 
F U N D R A I S E R
April 1 - April 29th

100% of all proceeds from purchases 
you make through the URL below go 
toward the GNHCP. Orders placed 
by April 29th arrive by Mother’s Day.

http://sites.touchstonecrystal.com/farmgirl/productcatalog
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Have you met The Greater New Haven 
Cat Project’s (GNHCP) volunteers, 
Adam Spiers and Navjit Sagoo? If so, you 
probably recognize them better as “Ad” 
and “Nav.” It was jobs that brought them 
to New Haven from Bristol, England in 
February 2014. Ad immediately began 
his robotics work designing prosthetic 
hands and arms. Nav’s focus is academic 
research in climate science. Her job as 
a climate modeler was not scheduled to 
begin until September.

It was GNHCP’s good fortune that their 
neighborhood walk took them past the 
Cat Project’s home base. Feline curiosity 
led them to inquire about the animals 
visible in the window. In addition, they 
were missing their cat who had passed 
away a few months earlier. After meeting 
Cheryl, Nav decided to volunteer, taking 
on a shift at the Center. She said: “After 
a couple of weeks of doing the evening 
shift on my own (which was exhausting) 

I managed to convince Ad to come along. 
He’s been coming ever since.”

Ad has also taken on management of 
GNHCP’s Facebook page. GNHCP has 
well over 2000 followers.

In January of 2015, two of the Center’s 
cats found their forever home with Ad 
and Nav. Lamar, the rambunctious sibling 
of PJ, set his sights on Ad, and it was love 
at first lick of his hand. Nav, on the other 
hand, sought out Squee, the “elegant” but 
“skittish…stripy tabby girl.” Nav said she 
chose Squee because “I was worried her 
shyness meant she’d get overlooked by 
prospective adopters.…”  Three years later, 
both cats are thriving. Nav notes: “Lamar 
is now a giant black cat.” He “is partial to 

nibbling on pineapples and plants…and 
can be a drama queen when he wants to 
play / eat / be picked up. He’ll roll on the 
floor and shout at us. ”Squee” is a very 
happy girl these days and continues to get 
more cuddly and playful with time….She 
loves kneading, head rubs and is partial 
to eating bread crumbs if you leave a 
plate out.” The cats have bonded nicely. 
Nav said “Lamar has been teaching Squee 
how to meow more loudly and she’s been 
teaching Lamar how to jump onto high 
places.”

Unfortunately, Ad and Nav will be 
moving on later this spring. “Because 
we’re both in research, our jobs tend to be 
contract / short-term and we’re currently 
looking for jobs in Europe.” Wherever 
Ad and Nav settle down next, you can be 
certain that they will find a way to share 
their fondness for cats. And, little do 
Lamar and Squee know that exciting new 
experiences are coming soon.
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VOLUNTEER 
SPOTLIGHT 
NAV & AD 
by Muffy German

Memorial Contributions
In Honor of “Sophie”, a GNHCP Tommy Fund Adoptee
In Memory of Josephine Earley-O’Connell, from Charles Iadaresta and Marjorie Scorey
In Memory of  “Topal” - from Karina Danvers
In Memory of  “Blondie” - from Em Vegso
In Memory of  “Henrietta” & “Patsy” - from Anne Marie Menta
In Memory of  “Stripes” & “Blackie” - from C.A. & A.P. Mastrogiovanni
In Memory of  “Carmen” & Marie Jennett - from Joan Jarmie
In Memory of  “Mo-Mo” and “Mozart” -from Ernest & Johanna Corr
And all the stray cats who have “passed” through our lives - from C.A. & A.P. Mastrogiovanni

Ad and Lamar
Nav and Squee enjoying a nap

Lamar and Squee


