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Please sign me up for a:

Basic Donation ($25) :______ Population Donation ($60) :______  Gift Donation ($25) :______  Sponsor a Foster Cat ($125):______ 

Memorial Donation: $______  In memory of:_________________________________________________________________

Contribution to GNHCP:  Spay/Neuter Program $______   Tommy Fund $______   Center expenses $______

Name__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Full Address_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thank you for your support of our efforts. All donations are tax deductible.

Donations
The Greater New Haven Cat Project, Inc. (GNHCP), begun in 1996, works to combat the cat overpopulation dilemma with a comprehensive spay/
neuter program that focuses on the numerous feral colonies and abandoned cats of Connecticut. We also locate excellent, stable homes for the 
friendly cats and kittens that are found or abandoned in the streets and houses of the Greater New Haven area. Finally, we offer other programs 
such as The Tommy Fund, Barn Home Project and regular operations at our Center.  If you would like to aid and abet our burgeoning mission, 
then please consider one of the following options for your gracious donation: 

Basic Donation: 
With an annual donation of $25, you will 
receive copies of our newsletter, Catmatters 
twice a year.

Population Donation: 
With an annual donation of $60, you will 
receive a copy of our newsletter, Catmatters, 
twice yearly as well as a 10% discount on all 
tickets for a GNHCP fundraising event. Most 
importantly, this type of gift enables GNHCP 
to spay one female cat and to promote a 
healthy, humane approach to the cat overpop-
ulation problem.

Gift Donation:
With a minimum donation of $25, this gift 
is a great idea for a birthday or holiday for 
the fellow or sister cat lover in your life. The 
recipient will receive an acknowledgment 
on your behalf in addition to our newsletter, 
Catmatters, for one year.

Memorial Donation: 
You can recognize a special animal or person 
in your life with a donation that will help other 
cats.

Additional Contribution: 
Any additional donations received through our 
newsletter will help to fund our spay/neuter 
program, The Tommy Fund (for extraordi-
nary veterinary expenses) or operations at our 
Center.

Foster Cat Sponsorship: 
With a donation of $125, you will receive our 
newsletter, Catmatters, for one year, a photo 
and update on your sponsored cat and a 10% 
discount on GNHCP merchandise or tickets 
for a GNHCP fundraising event.
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 Cathy had every intention of returning the cat back to his colony, but after a discussion 
with Cheryl, she considered the possibility of relocating the cat and the rest of the colony to 
her barn. Returning cats to their colony is often the recommended route to take; however, 
relocation can be an option after careful consideration for the cats’ well-being. However, faced 
with the knowledge that the barn was not well-equipped for winter, Cathy thought at that time, 
the best place for the cats was in their original location.  

C   Tmatters
The Greater New Haven Cat Project, Inc.

Every Cat Matters. Every Person Counts.
Spring 2019

Imagine this: you wake up to the smell of hay and the soft sound of horses neighing. The air is 
crisp but a lot warmer than you remember. You get up, stretch, and take a few sniffs of freshly 
laid out food. For a few lucky ferals, this became their reality! 

It all started on a late winter morning in 2017 when Cathy noticed some feral cats where she 
normally parks her car for work. After looking to see if they had belonged to anyone, Cathy 
began to bring the cats some food every morning. Through this process, Cathy met half a 
dozen other people who also began to take on certain responsibilities for the cats. Cathy relied 
on these individuals to help out when Cathy was unable to come in on certain mornings. With 
her own rescue cats, dogs, and horses, Cathy had many other responsibilities at home, but her 
life-long love for animals inspired her to persist in making the hour-long commute, even on 
days she wasn’t working, in order to feed the cats. 

BARN RENOVATION FOR 
FERAL CAT RELOCATION 
by Natalie Zatz

Continued on Page 2

When she noticed one of the ferals had 
discharge coming from one of his eyes, 
Cathy gave Cheryl DeFilippo, President of 
the Greater New Haven Cat Project, a call to 
assist in trapping the cat. After a trip to the 
vet, Cathy set up a crate in one of the stalls 
in her barn to ensure the cat was receiving 
his necessary medication through his food. 
Cheryl was ecstatic to learn Cathy was feeding 
this previously tnr’d colony. GNHCP had 
neutered the colony a year before, but one of 
their caregivers had moved out of state.  It was 
reassuring to know someone else had stepped 
in to help provide them with food/water. A few of the relocated feral cats

The Greater New Haven Cat Project, Inc. 
(GNHCP) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit orga-
nization formed in 1996 to address the 
problems of cat overpopulation, neglect 
and abuse in our area. GNHCP provides 
spay/neuter assistance for feral, stray and 
abandoned cats, and promotes respon-
sible pet ownership through educational 
workshops. The organization is com-
prised solely of volunteers, and is funded 
through private donations, fundraising 
events and grants.

The GNHCP Board
Executive Committee
Cheryl DeFilippo President
Diane Frost  Vice-President
Emily Doubleday   Treasurer
Sue Jordan  Secretary
Katherine Gaudet Fundraising
Linda Klise  Development
Robert A. Schaper  V.M.D.

Additional Board Members
Rachel Schupp, Social Media
Renee Costantini, Public Relations
Ellen Su, Webmaster & Graphic Designer

GNHCP Catmatters staff 
Muffy German, Ellen Su, Natalie Zatz

Visit us Online!
Website: www.GNHCP.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/GNHCP
Instagram: @gnhcp.inc
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COMING SOON: GNHCP RAFFLE
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Continued from Page 1

Four Prizes to be awarded:
• $250 Visa gift card
• $200 gift card for Stop & Shop
• $100 gift card for Subway
• $50 gift card for Scarpellino’s

Purchase your raffle ticket from a GNHCP volunteer for $1 
between May 1 and July 27. Raffle drawing to be held at The 
Greater New Haven Cat Project, Inc. on 7/27/19 at 6 PM. 

Winner need not be present to win. 

April 25th, 4-8PM
132 Universal Drive North,

North Haven, CT

20% of every order with our flyer 
goes to GNHCP.  Visit our website 

to download the flyer:

gnhcp.org/panera

9AM - 3PM on Saturday, May 18 
2 Belfast St, Milford

Bring items to donate or take home some treasures at 
our annual Tag Sale! Rain date Sunday, May 19.

Call (203)782-2287 or email gnhcp1@gnhcp.org for info.

GNHCP  Tag Sale

C   Tmatters
Feral cat sleeping area

Cathy then had an idea. She looked at her barn and thought that if she could wire in an inner stall, 
she could keep the cats in a warm environment and ensure they received food and water every day. 
Cathy then moved her pony to the opposite side of the barn to make an area for the cats, and with 
the assistance of her husband, together they created a new home – an enclosed stall - suitable for 
relocating the feral cat colony. 

It took three months for Cathy and Greater New Haven Cat Project volunteers to trap all of the cats 
and take them to the veterinarian. After having achieved the “T” and the “N” (trap and neuter/spay), 
Cathy changed the “R” from return to relocate. Now, four feral cats call the barn home. Although 
sometimes difficult to spot, Cathy ensures all the cats are warm and safe through repurposed trail 
cameras to spot them at night. With an expansion project in the works to provide enclosed outdoor 
access, Cathy has shown immense creativity and resourcefulness to give these lucky ferals a new home.

GNHCP is 
particpating in...

Mother's Day Baskets

Themed Baskets on sale until May 4th!
Email gnhcp1@gnhcp.org to purchase.

Baskets range from $30-$100, and will be available for 
pickup May 11th from the GNHCP center.
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Natalie Zatz is a Yale senior who has 
volunteered for Greater New Haven Cat 
Project for the past two and a half years. 
Her specialty is doing direct care at the 
center twice a month. This assignment 
gives her welcome cat interaction time 
since pets are not allowed in the dorm. 
She noted, “I love all of the cats and try 
to find one thing that makes each of 
them unique because they really do all 
have their own personality!” Asked if she 
has a favorite, she said “it’s a lap cat who 
would fit my life style best. Because I’m a 
student and spend a lot of time studying, 
I would like a cat who could sit in my lap 
and receive pets for hours. Of all the cats, 
I remember Whitney, Derby, and Tabitha 
all fitting this description.”

Born in Chicago, Natalie and her family 
moved to Florida when she was five. The 
family included two shelter cats, Fluffy 
and Tiger. At the age of five, she decided 
she “wanted to be a vet and nothing else!”  
Time has only strengthened her resolve. It 
was in her sophomore year search for an 
appropriate pre-vet placement that Natalie 
discovered GNHCP online, and the rest 
is history. Natalie summed it up, “Because 
I’m a full-time student working towards 
becoming a veterinarian, I love coming in 
and volunteering at the GNHCP Center 
because it reminds me what I’m working 
towards.” Her affection for cats has also 
led her to consider doing research on a 
zoonotic disease such as toxoplasmosis. 
She is also “open to doing policy about 
feral cats.”

As you may have noticed, Natalie also 
writes for this newsletter. She noted that 
lack of time and personal transportation 
has kept her from even more volunteering 
for the Cat Project. She will begin her 
veterinary studies this coming fall at 
Cornell University. She stated, “Although 
I’m not sure what kind of veterinarian I 
would like to be, I’m interested in small 
animal, conservation, and public health. 
It’s interesting to head into the profession 
while having experience with a TNR 
organization because it combines certain 
aspects of these interests.” 

Natalie will be leaving New Haven soon 
after graduation. We at GNHCP wish 
her success as she pursues her dream. 
She said, “Whatever I do with my career, 
I hope to still have an impact in TNR 
efforts in different communities.”  And 
we hope she’ll stop at the Center to say hi 
anytime she returns to New Haven for a 
Yale reunion.
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VOLUNTEER 
SPOTLIGHT 
NATALIE ZATZ 
by Muffy German

Memorial Contributions
Betsy Bryan, In Memory of “Felicia” & “Lulu”
Charles Iadaresta, In Memory of Josephine Earley-O’Connell
Dianthan Thorpe, In Memory of Tom & Shirley
John Blasczyk, In Memory of Patricia Cretella
Em Vegso, In Memory of “Blondie”
Elm City Parks Conservancy, In Memory of Matthew Naab
Anne Voloshin, In Memory of “Compass”

Derby, a lap cat at the center who has since 
found her forever home.

Natalie, during one of her direct care shifts 
at the center.


