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Visit with us at these 
upcoming PETCO Store
Fundraisers

Nov. 17th, Hamden

Dec. 2nd, Hamden

Dec. 15th, North
Haven

The mission of the Greater
New Haven Cat Project, Inc.
is to alleviate the unnecessary
suffering of abandoned, neg-
lected and abused cats
through spaying and neuter-
ing and public education. We
are a registered 501 (c) 3
organization, comprised sole-
ly of volunteers.

The GNHCP Board of
Directors

Greetings !

Cheryl DeFilippo
Rebecca Gibb
Laura Margolin
Cheryl Guliuzza
Lori Hillson
Beverly Johnson
James J. Johnson
Amy Lambalot

Sandy Leister
Irene Logan
Gayle Margherita
Michelle Lacey
Jane Scarpellino
Angelo Vessichio
Lin Vessichio

Iam so glad to have the opportunity
to tell you about the many exciting
things that have been going on at

the Greater New Haven Cat Project
since our last newsletter. 

A year ago, we were granted
approval by the City of New Haven to
open our headquarters. The “Center,”
located at 965 State Street, now serves
as a central point from which to coor-
dinate adoptions and volunteer activi-
ties, and to disseminate information
and educational materials to the com-
munity. We can now respond to more
assistance calls and help more cats
find good homes. We calculate that our
rescue volunteers conduct an average
of 18 monthly trap/neuter /return ses-
sions involving feral cats, and adop-
tions are up as well, owing in large
part to our increased visibility and con-
venient location. 

Over the past year, we have contin-
ued to develop a cadre of tireless vol-
unteers who have taken on all kinds of
responsibilities and responded to a
myriad of situations. Some cleaned
and painted in preparation for opening
the center. Others helped by building
an outdoor shed for storaging cages
and traps that we use, or loan out to
the community. Many of them have
willingly volunteered to work in the
freezing cold pre-dawn darkness trying
to trap feral cats, or rescue kittens that
might make loving pets. Others have
constructed insulated shelters that we
have donated to individuals managing
feral cat colonies. Some jump into their
cars at a moment’s notice to pick up
injured homeless animals and take
them to the vet, or transport feral cats

to new, safer lives as barn cats. As any
of our volunteers can tell you, the
rewards are great. There is nothing like
scooping up a homeless, hungry, cold
kitten, and later watching him/her set-
tle into life as a cherished pet. 

The strong commitment of so many
has helped us fill all the seats on our
board, and has given many of our 
volunteers the opportunity to work on
and develop specific projects they
think are important. For example, a
coloring book for young children on
the humane treatment of animals is in
the works. And like all of our volun-
teers, Board Members give freely of
their time, energy, and professional
expertise.

With so much going on, it is impos-
sible to thank each of our wonderful
volunteers individually for the impor-
tant work they have done and continue
to do. But it is the generous contribu-
tions of our supporters that makes any,
and all of this work, possible. 

As the year draws to a close, we,
like many nonprofit organizations, find
ourselves in a precarious position in
light of the terrible events of this past
fall and the economic hardships many
are facing. But it is important that we
hold on to our most precious hopes
and beliefs in these difficult times, that
we continue to work towards a
humane world. Your continued support
and generosity are helping to make
that dream a reality, and we thank you.

Wishing you a safe and love-
filled holiday season!



By A.S. Infante

D
espite their reputation as carni-
vores, cats crave greens too, and
most outdoor cats eat grass regu-
larly. The taste for “salad” doesn’t

disappear just because kitty is an indoor
cat—many cats, especially indoors-only cats,
find houseplants a tempting treat. While
none too healthy for the plant, this habit can
be serious or even deadly for your pet.
Below is a list of some common household
plants that are toxic to cats. These plants are
best avoided, or at least placed out of reach
in homes with nibbling felines. Note that
many holiday and seasonal decorative plants
are potentially hazardous to cats. In some
cases, only part of a plant (eg, bark, leaves,
seeds, berries, roots) is poisonous. Symptoms
of plant poisoning in cats include continual
vomiting, diarrhea, refusal of food, pale
gums or tongue, swollen tongue, abdominal

pain, difficulty breathing, and convulsions. If
you think your pet has ingested a poisonous
plant, bring him to a veterinarian immediate-
ly and if possible, bring the plant with you
for ease of identification. Fortunately, few
plants will cause a life-threatening situation;
however, to be safe, consider choosing
houseplants that are known to be nontoxic
to cats. Many pet stores now sell “cat grass”
that can be grown indoors to provide a
healthy salad for our finicky friends and
spare the houseplants. Ingestion of nontoxic
plants may also cause vomiting and diarrhea,
however the symptoms are usually mild and
resolve without medical attention. For a
more complete list of toxic and nontoxic
plants with images and problems associated
with their consumption, visit the poisonous
plants web page of the Animal Science
Department of Cornell University
(http://www.ansci.cornell.edu/plants/).

Aloe vera
Asparagus fern
Autumn crocus
Azalea
Baby’s breath
Bird of paradise
Bittersweet
Caladium

Christmas rose
Chrysanthemum
Crown of thorns
Cyclamen
Daffodil
Dieffenbachia
(Dumb cane)
Easter lily

Eucalyptus
Ferns (many
varieties)
Geranium
Holly
Hyacinth
Ivy (many vari-
eties)

Jerusalem cherry
Kalanchoe
Lily
Lily of the Valley
Mistletoe
Paperwhites
(and other win-
ter forced bulbs)

Philodendron
Poinsettia (low
toxicity)
Rhododendron
Rubber plant
Schefflera
Tulip

African 
violet
Bamboo

Catnip
Coleus

Garden
marigolds

Grape hyacinth
Miniature roses
Palms

Swedish ivy

Paperwhites

Schefflera

P L A N T S  T O X I C  T O  C A T S

N O N T O X I C  P L A N T S

Cats seeking Farm Homes 
Raquel is a young tiger cat who turned up
outside a condominium complex in the New
Haven area. Timid and hungry, she would not
let anyone touch her, but was eager to eat the
food that a resident left outside for her each
day. When the condo association threatened
to “get rid” of Raquel, the resident contacted
GNHCP for help. Raquel was trapped by a
GNHCP volunteer, taken to a veterinarian, and
will soon be enjoying life in the country, under
the care of a family who shares life with a
group of formerly stray cats, as well as dogs
and horses.

GNHCP has other healthy, sterilized cats
in desperate need of new outdoor homes! A
farm, horse stable, or other suitable outdoor
environment would be ideal. These cats are

feral (semi-wild) and need to be relocated
from unsafe locations where they are not
receiving food or care.

These cats have been sterilized, tested
for feline leukemia and FIV, and are up to date
on shots. GNHCP will help you to provide a
short period of secure confinement, in order
for the cat to adjust to his or her new home.
Your responsibility would be to provide daily
food and water, protection from the elements,
and long-term vet care. The cats can help to
keep rodents away from grain and food stor-
age areas. Please help us provide safe and
much-needed homes for these special cats!
If you own property, or have permission for
long-term placement of animals on the property
you rent, please call Michelle or Cheryl at (203)
782-2287. 

Cyclamen

Kalanchoe

P r o t e c t i n g  Y o u r  C a t

Plants & Your Cat: How Blissful a
co-existence?

Common Holiday Plants that are
toxic to cats

Poinsettia



A Time of Sorrow, a Season of Hope

Since the tragedies of September 11, our nation has been in a state of mourning. Today we face new
challenges on many levels: these inhumane acts have forced many of us to reassess our priorities, to
reaffirm our commitment to our families, our community, and our country as a whole. We at the

Greater New Haven Cat Project are aware that these are anxious and sobering times. As we move into
the winter months and the holiday season, our commitment to easing the suffering of homeless and aban-
doned cats takes on a greater significance in light of this national trauma. In the face of inhumanity and
misunderstanding, it is more important than ever that we affirm our belief in a humane future, that we
draw upon the strength and compassion that have made our nation a model for all others that value
progress, tolerance, and a respect for nature. This holiday season, we hope you will spare a thought, and
a gift, for the homeless creatures who so desperately need your help. Your tax-deductible contribution will
have an immediate effect on the lives of countless animals. The key to a better world lies in the human
heart; please open yours, and help make this time of sorrow into a season of hope. 

Madison Clara

Fiona Henrietta

Maxine

Fiona (right)
A beautiful long-
haired calico with a
fiery Irish temper!
Fiona can be a little
irritable sometimes,
but she’s also a sucker
for attention and
loves to be treated
like a queen.

Henrietta (right) A
beautiful three-year-old
gray and cream tortoise.
Henrietta is calm, friend-
ly, and affectionate, but
doesn’t enjoy attention
from other cats. She’s
been applying for the job
of GNHCP secretary,
often demonstrating her
skills as a paperweight
on our Center’s desk. 

Madison (left) A three-
year-old tortoise with a
history of abuse.
Madison can be a little
nervous around new
faces, and definitely
doesn’t like other cats,
but once she feels com-
fortable she’s playful and
affectionate. 

Maxine (above)
A five-year-old gray
long-haired female.
Maxine is healthy and
sweet and would make
a great companion! 

Clara (left)
A two-year-old long-
haired black-and-white-
female. Clara’s shy, but
she loves to be brushed
and enjoys attention.

Except ional  f r iends seeking specia l  homes

If you’re interested in opening your heart and your home to these 
special felines call Cheryl at (203) 782-2287.

N A M E

A D D R E S S

C I T Y                                                                  S T A T E                       Z I P  

Yes, I want to help the Greater New Haven Cat Project reach more cats ! Enclosed is my tax-deductible donation of:
■■ $25         ■■    $50           ■■    $100           ■■ $Other

Please make checks payable to: The Greater New Haven Cat Project, Inc.P.O. Box 1432 New Haven, Connecticut 06506



The Greater 
New Haven 
Cat Project, Inc.
P.O. Box 1432
New Haven,
Connecticut 06506

Show your cat colors this holiday season by
giving and wearing Greater New Haven
Cat Project Cat -friendly Merchandise

Tee-shirts with GNHCP Logo
(adult sizes large / extra large) $15.00

Sweatshirts with GNHCP Logo
(adult sizes: Small/Medium/Large/Extra large)
(colors: red, natural, light green, pink, gray) $20.00

Tote Bags $12.75

Bookmarks $3.75

All prices include CT State 6% sales tax

Gift Order form

Items _______________________________________

Sizes ______ Color _____ Price_________

Total__________

Ship to:

Name ________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________

City__________________ State ______ Zip _________

Telephone_____________________________________

Shipping and handling for 1 item $3.95, for two
items $4.95. Please make your check out to: 
The Greater New Haven Cat Project, Inc and
mail along with this form to P.O. Box 1406 New
Haven Ct 06506. For more than two items
please call us at the Center 203-789-CATS for
shipping and handling charges.

Visit us on the web www.orgsites.com/ct/gnhcp


