
An Answer to a Prayer
by Vi Guglielmi

It was during the summer of 2004 when a sweet

young cat arrived at my back door. At that time, I did

not know that my life would become so involved and

enriched by her arrival. She was very hungry and I

began feeding her. She was “talking” to me all the time,

as if she was trying to tell me something. I feared that

she was lost and searched the neighborhood for an

owner. It did not seem possible that someone would

just “discard” this sweet cat. I soon discovered that she

was pregnant and her “owners” kicked her out of her

home because they wanted a dog. Her survival took on

a new meaning for me.

My life was going through a

period of transition and I soon dis-

covered this cat’s need for me was as

great as mine was for her. I knew

then, that God had put her in my

path for a very special reason.

I continued to feed her and

located where she and now her kit-

tens were living. It was a flea infest-

ed basement and I knew I had to

rescue as many kittens as I could.

But by the time I got back to the lit-

ter they had all been taken by an

animal shelter, except for one grey

kitten who was missing at the time.

I later learned the litter had perished

from anemia caused by the fleas.

One week later, “Angie” was franticly trying to find the

remaining kitten and she led me to his cries through

the door of the apartment building. She did what she

had to do to get her kitten back and I brought both of

them home. The people at the place where the kitten

was found knew I had taken him and told me they paid

$20 for him and wanted him back. I did not give in to

their calls and comments and knew I had to place the

mom and her kitten together.

My biggest dilemma came when my mom of 80

was diagnosed with cancer and life as I knew it would

be changed forever. I needed to consider what would be

best for the cats and for my own family. I gave this

problem to God and asked for an answer.

I contacted GNHCP for veterinary assistance and

guidance, and over the next six months they helped me

make posters to distribute and posted Angie and her

kitten on their website. I received a call from New

England Cat Care in response to a

poster and met a woman named

Bambie who recently lost her cat and

was interested in meeting Angie and

her kitten. The timing and the

match could not have been better.

From the moment I spoke with this

woman my heart just seemed to be

at peace. Bambie shared her story

of “Pepe” and so much more; we

laughed and cried and I knew she

was the answer to my prayer. My two

little ones took to her and her son

immediately. If I searched the world

over I could not have found a more

loving, compassionate woman for my

two angels—and I can visit and

watch them grow.

Bambie was an answer to my prayers but the two

angels in her care were the answer to all of our prayers.

They say there are no coincidences in life. I believe
this now more than ever.
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Stray Cat Success Stories at The Center

In Memory of Our Cat, Jamie
– Barbara Szirbik 

In Memory of Truman
– Betsy Frey

“Truman was rescued as a feral kitten from a
barn in Pennsylvania where he had been aban-
doned by his mother. His adoptive parent,
Kathy, knew of a housecat who was still nursing
a litter and Truman was able to nurse with the
other kittens. Kathy adopted Truman, and
brought him to New Haven where he lived with
her for 15 years.”

Memorial 
Contributions

Truman says:
Remember to stop and

smell the flowers.

Things to keep our Center clean and 
running smoothly:

Gift cards to Walmart, Petco 
or grocery stores
First-class stamps 
Paper towels
Trash bags 
Simple Green 
Dish soap

Items to keep our animals happy and
healthy:

Revolution or Frontline
KMR powder formula
Catnip toys
Cat treats

GNHCP 
Wish ListJack and Cairo Davenport were rescued from

New Haven as young kittens. There were adopt-
ed as kittens to a single mom and daughter.
When the daughter went off to college, the mom
found someone new in her life, and the cats were
given to a colleague. Jack and Cairo turned out
to be too affectionate and demanding for this
person and he returned them to GNHCP. At the
time, they were 3  years old. It took some time
for Jack and Cairo to adjust to living in our
Center, and they tried to charm each potential
adopter who came in to meet cats available for
adoption. GNHCP wanted to place them togeth-
er, as they had been together all their lives. This
past Saturday, they succeeded! 

They are now in a forever home with a young
couple who just adore them.

Cairo (above) and Jack (left) 
are now in a loving home, together.

Connecticut cares for cats... so why are so
many of them homeless and struggling to sur-
vive on the streets, in abandoned buildings, in
town landfills and parks? 

Presented by the Animal Welfare Federation
of Connecticut and the Petco Foundation, this
event brings together
experts from around the
nation to discuss solu-
tions for managing feline
overpopulation, focusing
on our State’s biggest
challenge: the stray and
feral cat over-population crisis.

At this one-day landmark event, you’ll learn :
• the most successful and humane programs

reducing stray and feral cat population
• innovative public and private spay/neuter pro-

grams that can work in any community
• life-saving programs that benefit Animal

Control Officers

• how to build a grassroots trap-neuter-return
movement that has significant long-term bene-
fits to the community

Whether you’re an animal welfare profes-
sional or an individual who cares about cats,
you’ll get practical information and advice from

the people who are creat-
ing innovative, life-sav-
ing changes for animals.
Don’t miss this opportu-
nity to network with
local and national ani-
mal welfare leaders.

The special honorary guest at this event will
be  Attorney General Richard Blumenthal. Other
speakers include representatives from
SPAY/USA, the ASPCA along with local
Connecticut and neighboring states animal wel-
fare groups.

Visit the website for more information at
www.awfct.org/Connecticutcaresforcats.htm.

Connecticut Cares for Cats Conference
Presented by the Animal Welfare Federation of Connecticut, Inc.
November 12, 2005 in Cromwell, CT

Whether you’re an animal welfare 
professional or an individual who cares 

about cats, you’ll get practical 
information and advice



The Greater New Haven Cat Project, Inc. presents the Third Annual

Feral 
Feline 
Festival

Saturday, October 22, 2005
Masonic Hall, Forest Road,
Northford, Connecticut
Music by Angelo Vessichio/Sound
Alternative (Big Band to present)
B.Y.O.B, snacks provided

For information call 782-2287

Current GNHCP volunteers come from a
variety of cat-related backgrounds. Some have
had cats all of their lives, others were known as
“the one who was always bringing home strays”
from an early age, and still others have had
epiphany-inducing experiences that suddenly
and intensely introduced them to the world of cat
rescue. For Chris Tomczyk, current GNHCP sec-
retary, the process of becoming a cat rescue vol-
unteer was a more subtle one.“I always wanted a
kitten when I was growing up, but my mother
was allergic to cats,” says Chris. As a result,
although there were plenty of guinea pigs, ger-
bils, bunnies and dogs in Chris’ childhood home
(her mother was a vet tech who
raised Irish Setters), cats were not
the animal companions of her

upbringing. At least not until she was almost an
adult. “I was 18 when a friend of mine who had
adopted two kittens brought them over to my
house.” To her great surprise, and without her
knowledge, her mother accepted one of the kit-
tens into their household. “I came home and
found out we had a kitten. That was Seagrams,
my first cat.” The first, as it would turn out, of
many.

In a recent conversation, Chris revealed that
she and her mother also took care of several
strays shortly after this first adoption, including
Andre, who was left behind by his owners when
they moved, and a black and white known as
“Mustache Kitty”, also abandoned by less than
caring owners. Both kitties suffered from signifi-
cant health problems and required a good deal of
help. It was these experiences of the 1990’s that
lead Chris to her interest in helping stray and
feral felines.

“At the Branford Post Office, there was a bin
for donations of cat
food for strays. I
donated for a while

and then decided I wanted to get more involved.
So I got on the Internet and started to look for a
rescue group needing volunteers. The GNHCP
information on the web was interesting, and I
wanted to check it out.” So one cold Saturday in
the winter of 2003, Chris ventured down to the
Center on State Street to donate some food and
bowls and explore volunteer opportunities. That
was all it took. Chris laughs as she recalls “Cheryl
recruited me right away. She had me fill out a vol-
unteer application and asked me to start coming
on Saturdays to help with direct care.” Direct care
one night a week soon followed. And then came
taking phone messages. And helping with
fundraisers. And so on, and so on, and so on.

Today, Chris’ GNHCP responsibilities are
many. She continues to do direct care on
Saturdays and at least one night a week, often fill-
ing in when other volunteers need to be spelled
or when a spot is vacant. As secretary of the
organization, she takes minutes at executive
committee meetings, writes thank-you notes to
those who donate to the Project, and writes press
releases, among other duties. She helps to organ-

ize fund raising events and also serves as a
foster mother to GNHCP rescues, includ-
ing, currently, Simmie, Farrell, and Fallon.
Chris is also a member of the Animal
Welfare Federation of Connecticut, and as
such, attends their meetings regularly. It’s a
life filled with cat rescue activities!

Chris’ current household is populated
by both GNHCP adoptees and other
foundlings. After losing first cat Seagrams,
second kitty Khalua, and the nearly 20-

year old Licorice within about a year, she began
to repopulate. She now lives with five cats of her
own, including Missy, Simon, and Suzy, all of
whom are familiar to GNHCP direct care volun-
teers, along with her fosters. With all these cat
responsibilities, it seems clear that Chris is mak-
ing up for the years she spent as a child without
a kitten!

Volunteer 
Spotlight

by Natalya Sapko

Allie

Sponsored by the Very Best Pet Network.
The Greater New Haven Cat Project, Inc.

was born outside in West Haven, to a
friendly female cat who had been aban-
doned. Allie, her 5 littermates and her mom
immediately came into foster care with
GNHCP. Allie is very curious and enjoys
the company of humans and felines alike.
Call 782-2287 or send a message to
gnhcp1@gnhcp.org to arrange for a visit! 

Adopted, October 2005!!
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Membership and Donations

The Greater New Haven Cat Project, Inc. (GNHCP), begun in 1996, works to combat the cat overpopulation dilemma with a comprehensive spay/neuter
program that focuses on the numerous feral colonies and abandoned cats of Connecticut. We also locate excellent, stable homes for the friendly cats
and kittens that are found or abandoned in the streets and houses of the Greater New Haven area. Finally, we offer other programs such as The Tommy
Fund, Barn Home Project and regular operations at our Center. If you would like to aid and abet our burgeoning mission, then please consider one of
the following options for your gracious donation:

Basic Membership:
With an annual membership donation of $25,
you will receive copies of our newsletter,
Catmatters twice a year.
Population Membership:
With an annual membership donation of $45,
you will receive a copy of our newsletter,
Catmatters, twice yearly as well as a 10% dis-
count on all GNHCP merchandise or tickets for a
GNHCP fundraising event. Most importantly,
this type of membership enables GNHCP to spay
one female cat and to promote a healthy, humane
approach to the cat overpopulation problem.

Gift Membership:
With a minimum donation of $25, this gift is 
a great idea for a birthday or holiday for the 
fellow or sister cat lover in your life. The 
recipient will receive an acknowledgment on
your behalf in addition to our newsletter,
Catmatters, for one year.
Memorial Donation:
You can recognize a special animal or person in
your life with a donation that will help other cats.

Additional Contribution:
Any additional donations received through our
newsletter will help to fund our spay/neuter pro-
gram, The Tommy Fund (for extraordinary vet-
erinary expenses) or operations at our Center.
Foster Cat Sponsorship:
With a donation of $125, you will receive our
newsletter, Catmatters, for one year, a photo and
update on your sponsored cat and a 10% dis-
count on GNHCP merchandise or tickets for a
GNHCP fundraising event.

Please sign me up for a:

Basic Membership ($25) :______ Population Membership ($45) :______ Gift Membership ($25) :______ Sponsor a Foster Cat ($125):______

Memorial Donation: $______ In memory of:_________________________________________________________________

Contribution to GNHCP: Spay/Neuter Program $______  Tommy Fund $______  Center expenses $______

Name__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Full Address_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thank you for your support of our efforts. All donations are tax deductible.


