
Although Paula never had pets growing up
in her native country of Colombia, she and her
husband, Santos, didn’t hesitate to provide food
for the stray and feral cats in their New Haven
neighborhood.

Santos loves to fish and routinely cleans the
fish on an outside table next to their garage.
One day as Santos was cleaning his fish he spot-
ted a beautiful cat watching intently. She was a
young polydactyl cat, gray in color with a white
chest. Polydactyl cats have extra toes and are
considered good luck.
Santos tossed the cat some
scraps of the fish and a
unique friendship began.
He named this cat Fish and
introduced her to Paula.

Another cat, a dark
tabby cat (Missy), found the
food provided for Fish and
had the good luck to join
Paula’s family. Since Paula
had never owned a pet, she
didn’t foresee what would
happen next…. Both Fish
and Missy started to gain
weight and it wasn’t long
before it was evident that both were pregnant.

Fish was the first to give birth. She deliv-
ered five kittens right under the table where
Santos first started feeding her. Paula sur-
rounded the kittens with some natural materi-
als to try to keep them warm. She was careful
not to disturb the kittens because Fish might
move them to an unknown location. Fish sur-
prised Paula by picking up one of the kittens in
her mouth and carrying it over to the door of
the house. Paula opened the door and Fish ran
into the house, up the stairs, and deposited her
precious cargo under the guest bed. Fish then
ran back to collect each of the four remaining
kittens, and with Paula’s help to open the door,

Fish deposited each baby under the guest bed.
Paula was overwhelmed with the thought of

five new cats and future litters. She called
Animal Control who referred her to The
Greater New Haven Cat Project (GNHCP).
With the kittens safe inside the house, GNHCP
came to collect Fish and the five kittens when
they were 8 weeks of age. The kittens were put
up for adoption and Fish was spayed and
returned to Paula.

Paula noticed that Missy’s belly was no
longer swollen and realized
that she had given birth to
her kittens … but the ques-

tion was where. Paula
searched the neighborhood
looking for the kittens but
couldn’t find them. She even
tried following the mother
cat in hopes of finding the
kittens.

Weeks had passed with
no sign of Missy’s kittens,
when Missy finally decided to
lead Paula to her babies. As
Paula walked with Missy, the
mother cat kept looking back

to make sure Paula was following. Missy led
her to two beautiful kittens. Paula immediately
called GNHCP for advice. Cheryl instructed
her to put the kittens in a cat carrier, rub them
with a towel, and put the trap up against the cat
carrier, and set it - Missy should go right into
the trap. The plan was successful and Missy
was picked-up by Cheryl to be spayed and the
kittens whisked off and put up for adoption.
Missy was soon home recuperating with Paula.

Cheryl and Paula presumed there must be
more stray and feral cats in the neighborhood
that needed to be spayed/neutered. Cheryl cre-
ated an informational door-hanger notice ask-
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GNHCP Wish List
Things to keep our Center clean and
running smoothly and to keep our 

animals happy and healthy.

ing anyone feeding outdoor cats to call
GNHCP for assistance. The notice
explained how Trap/Neuter/Return is the
most effective, and humane method of
controlling the number of stray cats. Paula
translated the notice into Spanish to reach
more of the neighbors.

Cheryl and Paula walked the sur-
rounding streets together talking to neigh-
bors. They found two caring women
(Angelika and Elizabeth) who were feed-
ing several outdoor cats. Elizabeth took
Paula and Cheryl on a hike along the
marsh and river to show them where the
cats retreated after eating. Angelika and
Elizabeth helped GNHCP trap the cats,
had them all spayed/neutered, and
returned the cats to their backyard.
Angelika and Elizabeth can now enjoy
caring for, and watching, their outdoor
cats without the worry of more litters.
Their cats also have names: Chip,
Juniorette, Chevron, The Mighty Quinn,
Cojones (not so any more!), to name a few.

Meanwhile, a new cat (Marta) showed
up at Paula’s outdoor food bowl. This
time Paula knew better and didn’t waste
any time to call GNHCP to have Marta
spayed.

From time to time new cats show up
at Paula’s home looking for a meal. Paula
catches them with a humane trap, bor-
rowed from GNHCP, and then contacts

Cheryl for spay/neuter assistance to make
sure there are no more unwanted kittens.
As Paula explains, she learned that TNR is
“not only good for us but good for the
cats too.” Neutered cats are less likely to
fight and spayed cats don’t have to deal
with the stress of pregnancy and caring
for kittens.

With the cold weather on its way,
Paula and Santos were considering
installing a cat door on their garage. They
abandoned that idea for fear that other
animals would enter. GNHCP provided
Paula and Santos with instructions on
how to easily build cat shelters out of
plastic storage bins. Paula and Santos are
now busy building the shelters so they can
rest easy knowing their outdoor cats will
be warm and dry this winter.

Paula identified another neighbor,
about one city block away, named Debbie
who was also feeding cats. GNHCP had
helped Debbie many years ago, but a
mom and adolescents were abandoned
and living outside, and GNHCP was able
to have them spayed/neutered and
returned. One proved to be very friendly,
Tortellini, and is now available for adop-
tion from GNHCP.

The cat pursuit continued,

and several additional ferals were trapped
behind the GNHCP Center – in total, over
a dozen cats were spayed/neutered and
returned to the area where they receive
regular feeding, and also important to the
story — the cycle of reproduction has
been broken.

Fish and one of her kittens under the guest bed
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Missy and
her kittens

Educational News:
In 2007, GNHCP started a student-run
animal club at a local middle school.
This year, the WIMS Kitty Kat Club is
comprised of 5th and 6th graders. We
asked the students to prepare an essay
on why we should be kind to animals.
Here is one student’s response to our
inquiry:

Maya, Grade 5 

Why should we help animals?
We have to help animals because
animals help us. Dogs help blind
people with their lives. Oxen help
pull farm equipment. Animals help
us in a thousand ways. Now we
need to help them. Hundreds of
species are endangered and thou-
sands are becoming extinct. For
example, Polar Bears, Gorillas, and
Giant Pandas are endangered. Saber
Tooth Tigers, Woolly Mammoths,
and Tasmanian Devils are all
extinct. If we don’t start helping
animals now all animals that are
endangered could one day become
extinct. Animals are practically like
humans. After all, humans did
evolve from the gorilla. Animals
have been around for thousands of
years. Since Ancient Egypt cats have
been around. Dogs have been bred
for thousands of years. All of the
things are reasons why we should
help animals.
WE NEED TO SAVE ANIMALS!!!!!!!

GNHCP is also involved in other educa-
tional activities: We recently sponsored a
craft workshop at the Barnes & Noble
Bookstore in North Haven, and a lecture
with Donna Velardi, a local animal com-
municator at the Hagaman Memorial
Library in East Haven.

A cat can jump 5 times as high as it is tall.



During these difficult economic times,
we face new challenges and many of us
have been forced to reassess our priorities.
We at The Greater New Haven Cat
Project, Inc. are aware that these are anx-
ious and sobering times. As we move into
the winter months and the holiday sea-
son, our commitment to easing the suf-
fering of homeless and abandoned cats
takes on a greater significance in light of
the increase in abandonment of peoples’
pets due to foreclosures and economic
uncertainty. It is more important than
ever that we affirm our belief in a
humane future, that we draw upon the
strength and compassion that have made
our nation a model for all others that
value progress and a respect for nature.
This holiday season, we hope you will

spare a thought, and a gift, for the home-
less creatures who so desperately need
your help. Your tax-deductible contribu-
tion will have an immediate effect on the
lives of countless cats. The key to a better
world lies in the human heart; please
open yours, and help make this time of
difficulty into a season of hope.

Please remember that you can contin-
ue to demonstrate your concern and
commitment to the plight of homeless
animals by making a bequest on their
behalf to GNHCP in your will. Funds can
be directed toward the spay/neuter pro-
gram, foster care program, or for cats of a
particular region within the Greater New
Haven area. A bequest to GNHCP can be
made by creating a new will, adding a
codicil to your existing will, or including

GNHCP in your revocable trust. Please
talk to your attorney concerning bequest
options and language.

In memory of Bob Benson - Dorel Benson

In memory of Cagney and Emily 
- Pamela Landry

In memory of Poncho Bartolomeo 
- Val Maloney

In memory of James - Christine Tomczyk

In memory of James, whose loss is 
profound - Cheryl DeFilippo

Memorial
Contributions

Volunteer Jennie Llanos has been
involved with GNHCP and was recently
invited to join the Board as the
Community Services
Coordinator. Jennie was
asked to join the Board
because she has demon-
strated her dedication to
community service
events such as the Girl
Scouts cat food drives,
teaching the
Wintergreen Magnet
School students how to
build outdoor cat shel-
ters for the local feral
cats, and community
outreach activities to
promote the organiza-
tion, its mission, and the
importance of responsible pet ownership.

Whether she’s helping to rescue an
abandoned dog or rescuing cats, her dedi-
cation to improving the lives of animals is
very evident in the way she lives her life.

Some people believe that cats are
angels sent here to test us. If that is true
then Jennie passes the test with flying col-
ors. One evening while watching televi-
sion she heard a commotion on her
porch. She looked out to find six kittens
that were eagerly eating the food she left
out for her feral cat. She was over-
whelmed by the thought of taking on six

new kittens and wondered how she would
prevent them from multiplying. A friend
told her about GNHCP and how they

could help by spaying and
neutering the kittens.
GNHCP arranged to have
the kittens spayed or
neutered and two of the
kittens found homes
together. Two more found
homes in the neighbor-
hood and the last two are
still being cared for by
Jennie.

Jennie was very
impressed with the help
provided by GNHCP. She
decided to volunteer to
show her appreciation.
Jennie has become

involved in all aspects of GNHCP’s work.
She is most rewarded by providing direct
care for the foster cats who live at the
GNHCP Center. She finds it to be great
fun letting all the cats out of their cages to
interact with each other and watch the
birds outside the office windows. She says
it’s easy to tell that the cats appreciate her
being there because she is greeted with
multiple head bumps which are the cats’
way of greeting other cats.

Although Jennie has several indoor
cats of her own, that didn’t stop her from
rescuing a pregnant cat from an abusive

home. Knowing she already had too
many mouths to feed, she drove to the
Humane Society to surrender the preg-
nant cat, hoping the kittens would find
good homes. On the way home she cried
when she was overcome with regret. She
turned the car around and retrieved the
pregnant cat. That cat was very lucky to
go home with Jennie that night because
the cat went into labor, had great difficul-
ties, and required an emergency cesarean
section to deliver the kittens. If Princess
Julie, as she is now known, had remained
at the unmanned shelter that night, she
may have not survived the delivery of her
two kittens. Princess Julie and her one
surviving kitten, Bob (aka Bobblehead)
enjoy living with Jennie and her family of
cats… Ditto, Figaro, Gabby, Solo, Mittens,
and Theodore Oliver.

Over the past two years, Jennie has
assisted with the Annual Tag Sale and
Feral Feline Festival, organized cat food
drives, wrapped holiday gifts at Barnes &
Noble, and marched in the St. Patrick’s
Day Parade with the GNHCP team.

Now that Jennie will be joining the
Board, her goal is to partner with other
charitable organizations to participate in
their planned activities. Her creative idea
of partnering will expand GNHCP’s
fundraising and networking activities.
She’s wasting no time and already has
some projects in mind.

Jennie and Ty

Volunteer Spotlight by Valerie Maloney

Today’s Economic Concerns
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Donations

The Greater New Haven Cat Project, Inc. (GNHCP), begun in 1996, works to combat the cat overpopulation dilemma with a comprehensive spay/neuter
program that focuses on the numerous feral colonies and abandoned cats of Connecticut. We also locate excellent, stable homes for the friendly cats
and kittens that are found or abandoned in the streets and houses of the Greater New Haven area. Finally, we offer other programs such as The Tommy
Fund, Barn Home Project and regular operations at our Center. If you would like to aid and abet our burgeoning mission, then please consider one of
the following options for your gracious donation:

Basic Donation:
With an annual donation of $25, you will receive
copies of our newsletter, Catmatters twice a year.

Population Donation:
With an annual donation of $45, you will receive
a copy of our newsletter, Catmatters, twice yearly
as well as a 10% discount on all GNHCP mer-
chandise or tickets for a GNHCP fundraising
event. Most importantly, this type of gift enables
GNHCP to spay one female cat and to promote a
healthy, humane approach to the cat overpopula-
tion problem.

Gift Donation:
With a minimum donation of $25, this gift is 
a great idea for a birthday or holiday for the 
fellow or sister cat lover in your life. The 
recipient will receive an acknowledgment on
your behalf in addition to our newsletter,
Catmatters, for one year.

Memorial Donation:
You can recognize a special animal or person in
your life with a donation that will help other cats.

Additional Contribution:
Any additional donations received through our
newsletter will help to fund our spay/neuter pro-
gram, The Tommy Fund (for extraordinary vet-
erinary expenses) or operations at our Center.

Foster Cat Sponsorship:
With a donation of $125, you will receive our
newsletter, Catmatters, for one year, a photo and
update on your sponsored cat and a 10% dis-
count on GNHCP merchandise or tickets for a
GNHCP fundraising event.

Please sign me up for a:

Basic Donation ($25) :______ Population Donation ($45) :______ Gift Donation ($25) :______ Sponsor a Foster Cat ($125):______

Memorial Donation: $______ In memory of:_________________________________________________________________

Contribution to GNHCP: Spay/Neuter Program $______  Tommy Fund $______  Center expenses $______

Name__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Full Address_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thank you for your support of our efforts. All donations are tax deductible.


