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It was a routine day for The Greater New Haven Cat 
Project volunteer, trapping at a large colony in West Haven. 
It was a repeat trapping session because a new cat joined 
the colony.  When the black cat was trapped and taken to 
the veterinarian, the GNHCP volunteer was shocked to 
learn the cat (Batman) was blind.
The colony’s care giver said it all made sense, because she 

always thought something was wrong with Batman.  She 
explained that the other cats picked on him and he was 
always the last to eat. She knew a blind cat couldn’t go back 
with the outdoor colony, but she couldn’t bring him indoors 
because of  her dog.

The GNHCP volunteer got right to work searching for an 
indoor home for Batman.  With all the friendly adult cats 
and kittens available for adoption, it would be almost 
impossible to find a home for a blind feral cat.  With the 
help of  Facebook, several cat rescue groups forwarded Batman’s saga to their supporters and a local woman, Jennifer,
came forward to take Batman into her home.  Jennifer has a soft spot in her heart for injured and handicapped cats 
and she already had cats in her home with some kind of  disability.  
The only thing in the way of  Batman’s new home was that he needed another vet appointment to test him for Feline 

Immunodeficiency Virus (FIV) and Feline Leukemia. GNHCP made the arrangements and paid for the tests. Everyone 
was relieved the test results were negative and Batman was on his way to begin his new life as an indoor cat and would 
never again be hungry.  It’s now a year later and Batman easily moves about Jennifer’s home.  He even uses the cat flap 
and tunnel that takes him to the outside enclosure. He receives the best nutrition, his fur has grown in thick and shiny, 
and he has gained weight. He even has a girlfriend; a tortoise shell colored cat named Banana, spayed of  course!

Batman Begins

Batman

The Greater New Haven Cat Project, Inc.
(GNHCP) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization formed in 1996 to 
address the problems of  cat
overpopulation, neglect and abuse
in our area. GNHCP provides 
spay/neuter assistance for feral, stray
and abandoned cats, and promotes
responsible pet ownership through
educational workshops. The organization
is comprised solely of  volunteers, and is 
funded through private donations,
fundraising events and grants. Beata Planeta-Wilson
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A small black and white female cat was wandering the New Haven
neighborhoods when she found Elisabeth’s home.  At the same 
time this new cat showed up, Elisabeth’s indoor black and 
white cat’s health was declining rapidly.  It was as if  the 
new cat (Miss Mabel) knew there would soon be 
“room at the inn.”  
 Elisabeth noticed the cat had the tip missing off  one 

ear and she knew the ear tip was an indication the cat 
had been spayed. Stray and feral cats are marked with
the ear tip to prevent them from being repeatedly 
trapped for unnecessary trips to the veterinarian.  It 
was also a clue about Miss Mabel’s background. She 
was probably living in a feral cat colony that had been 
helped by The Greater New Haven Cat Project (GNHCP) 
or another similar organization. 
  Elisabeth planned to bring Miss Mabel into her 

home to join her indoor cats.  To do this she 
needed to catch Miss Mabel to have her checked by 
a veterinarian and get the proper inoculations.  Elisabeth contacted 
GNHCP for help and advice in catching the cat. GNHCP loaned Elisabeth a trap and made an appointment with one 
of  the GNHCP veterinarians who treats feral cats. It took a couple of  years before Elisabeth was able to pick her up 
without too much drama.  Elisabeth grabs the cat when she needs to bring her inside during extreme weather conditions.  
However, Miss Mabel doesn’t appreciate the warmth of  the house because the indoors can be frightening to a feral cat. 
She hides until she is allowed outside again.  
  After seven years in Elisabeth’s care, Miss Mabel still prefers the outdoors.  Although she was recently bitten on her 

hind leg and required a visit to the veterinarian, she is quite content with her carpeted cat condo in the garage for 
climbing and insulated cedar cat house by the back door.  
  Elisabeth hasn’t given up on the idea of  bringing Miss Mabel inside, but she is being patient and will wait for Miss 

Mabel to accept the idea of  living a more stable life. Miss Mabel is a very lucky cat for finding such a good home but 
Elisabeth says she’s the lucky one for having Miss Mabel in her life.

Miss Mabel

by Val Maloney
Miss Mabel: The Happy Wanderer

In loving memory of our beloved cat, Salem 

In memory of Robert G. Ives 

In memory of Regan - Natalie S. Rawls

In memory of our dog, Romeo, 
who fully lived his life and lived it well 

- Barbara Canali

In memory of Peanut 

Memorial Contributions

- The Torgerson Family

- Ann Ives

- Helena Lee

In memory of Mister Missy 

- Stephen & Laurie Piserchia

      The falling leaves should remind you to 
provide shelters for your outdoor cats.  
Cats need a place to get out of  the cold

   wind and to stay dry during the cold and wet 
winter months. If  your cats already have 

shelters, it’s time to clean out the bugs and old 
straw and stuff  them with new clean straw (not hay).
(detailed instructions can be found on www.gnhcp.org)



 
An October 2007 visit to a local nursing home would 

change Muffy’s life and fill  much of  her free time.  
She spotted cat and kittens behind the nursing home 
and she knew she had to do something to prevent 
more kittens from being born to a harsh outdoor life.  
She contacted GNHCP for advice and assistance.  
Cheryl taught Muffy how to use the traps and arranged 
veterinarian appointments for spaying/neutering of  the cats. 
Together they trapped, neutered, and returned the whole 

colony of  cats except for a lucky female tabby kitten that
Muffy brought into her home and 
named Dinah and an FIV+ 
black and white tuxedo named
Bradley who Cheryl adopted. 

Volunteer Spotlight
Charitable Giving 
is Tax Deductible

GNHCP Wish List – Things to keep our Center clean 
and running smoothly and to keep our foster cats happy and healthy.

Gift cards to: 
WAL★MART, Petco 
or grocery stores
First-class stamps 

Paper towels

Trash bags 
Simple Green 

Dish soap
Advantage

KMR Powder Formula
Catnip toys, Toy mice

Cat treats
Unopened dry and 

canned cat food

At GNHCP, we keep our overhead  
costs low and the bene�its for felines
high. We have a strong tradition 
of stretching our donors’ dollars 
as far as they can go.  
Our work would not be possible

without the generous �inancial
support of caring people like you.
In 2010, GNHCP was able to provide
spay/neuter and veterinary  
assistance to 525 feral and stray cats 
in the greater New Haven area. In 
addition, 100 cats who were once 
homeless were placed in permanent
homes! 

Your donation will go to work 
instantly to enable GNHCP to 
continue its mission to address 
cat overpopulation through 
spaying/neutering and public 
education.  If you prefer, you can 
designate where you would like 
your donation to be used: to 
provide food and veterinary care 
for our foster cats or our special 
needs cats (The Tommy Fund); to 
the spay/neuter program or feral 
and stray cats; or for over head 
at our Center (i.e., electric bill, 
rent, etc). With the �lurry of  
activity that takes place from 
mid-November through the end 
of the calendar year, now is the 
time to consider a tax-deductible 
donation to GNHCP.  GNHCP is 
also able to receive securities.

GNHCP is an authorized tax-exempt,
non-pro�it organization under
Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal
Revenue Code.
  What does it mean to be a 501(c)(3) 
organization? For donors like you, 
this means your contributions are
fully tax-deductible to the amount 
allowed by law. 

Please help GNHCP continue 
its good work.  Thank you. 
GNHCP,  P.O. Box 1432,  
 New Haven, CT 06506

by Val Maloney

Muffy is a professional calligrapher, the Recording Secretary of  the local Historical 
Society, an avid gardener, an emergency foster home and a trap/neuter/return volunteer 
for The Greater New Haven Cat Project (GNHCP).   
 Growing up, Muffy’s family always had big dogs; Belgian shepards and standard 

poodles. It wasn’t until Ernest came into her life that she realized the love of  a cat.  
Ernest originally belonged to a neighbor but he was put out of  the house because of  a 
family member’s allergies.  He lived outdoors and roamed the neighborhood visiting with 
Muffy while she was gardening. One evening, during a severe storm, Muffy found Ernest 
looking in her window.  She let him in and he never left. Although his life was cut short, 
he accomplished a lot because he introduced Muffy 
to the love of  cats. 
  

~Muffy German

  Muffy explains that sometimes 
we are oblivious to our own area 
and what is right before our faces.  
People need to understand that 
homeless cats cannot fend for themselves and need a caring human to provide them with 
food and shelter.  
  Two other cats share her home with Dinah. Grayling, a black and tan cat that she 

adopted as a kitten, and Perry, a bronze and tan cat.  At any one time Muffy can have 
several cats at her home. As a trap/neuter/return volunteer, she cares for the cats while 
pre-op and as they are recuperating from their spay/neuter surgery.  She also fosters 
friendly cats and kittens awaiting adoption.  
  Her other volunteer work includes working on GNHCP fundraisers, hosting cat food 

drives, and helping with the preparation of  the annual Feral Feline Festival. 
  Although Muffy traps in dangerous areas, she has never felt threatened. She just goes 
about her business of  trap/neuter/return because she is helping to improve the lives of  
homeless cats. After neutering, the male cats fight less and have fewer injuries. The 
numerous pregnancies take quite a toll on the bodies of  the female cats and preventing 
kittens being born outside and homeless is Muffy’s goal. 
  GNHCP is very lucky to have Muffy as a volunteer. She is described by our President as 

“extremely compassionate, dedicated, always ready to help and most importantly, reliable!"    
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Donations
-

 

The Greater New Haven Cat Project, Inc. (GNHCP), begun in 1996, works to combat the cat overpopulation dilemma with a comprehensive 
spay/neuter program that focuses on the numerous feral colonies and abandoned cats of Connecticut. We also locate excellent, stable homes for the
friendly cats and kittens that are found or abandoned in the streets and houses of the Greater New Haven area.Finally, we offer other programs such  
as The Tommy Fund, Barn Home Project and regular operations at our Center. If you would like to aid and abet our burgeoning mission, then please

Basic Donation: 
With an annual donation of $25, you will receive 
copies of our newsletter, Catmatters  twice a year.

Population Donation: 
With an annual donation of $45, you will receive 
a copy of our newsletter, Catmatters , twice 
yearly as well as a 10% discount on all GNHCP 
merchandise or tickets for a GNHCP fundraising 
event. Most importantly, this type of gift enables 
GNHCP to spay one female cat and to promote a 
healthy, humane approach to the cat 
overpopulation problem.

Gift Donation:
With a minimum donation of $25, this gift is 
a great idea for a birthday or holiday for the 
fellow or sister cat lover in your life. The 
recipient will receive an acknowledgment 
on your behalf in addition to our newsletter, 
Catmatters, for one year.

Memorial Donation: 
You can recognize a special animal or person in 
your life with a donation that will help other cats.

Additional Contribution: 

Any additional donations received through our 

newsletter will help to fund our spay/neuter program,

The Tommy Fund (for extraordinary veterinary

expenses) or operations at our Center.

Foster Cat Sponsorship: 

With a donation of $125, you will receive our 

newsletter, Catmatters , for one year, a photo 

and update on your sponsored cat and a 10% 

discount on GNHCP merchandise or tickets for 

a GNHCP fundraising event.

consider one of the following options for your gracious donation:

Please sign me up for a:

Basic Donation ($25) :______ Population Donation ($45) :______  Gift Donation ($25) :______  Sponsor a Foster Cat ($125):______ 

Memorial Donation: $______  In memory of:_________________________________________________________________

Contribution to GNHCP:  Spay/Neuter Program $______  Tommy Fund $______  Center expenses $______

Name__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Full Address_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thank you for your support of our efforts. All donations are tax deductible.


