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lic education.We are a regis-
tered 501 (c)(3) organization,
comprised solely of volunteers.
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Cats scratch. It is a normal and natural part of
their being. They scratch to mark their territory

(paws have glands that leave a scent on objects they
consider their own), they scratch for exercise
(scratching involving stretching and toning the back
and shoulder muscles), and—although a source of
displeasure to us—cats scratch as a simple source of
pleasure.

Because scratching can result in damaged furniture,
curtains, or carpets, some owners decide to declaw
their cats. Unfortunately, many do so without being
fully informed of what the declawing procedure
entails and the serious consequences that may result. 

The Facts
The Procedure: Declawing, or “onychectomy,” is a
serious surgery. It is not a manicure but rather an
amputation. A cat’s claw is not the equivalent of a
human toenail. Instead, the claw is actually part of
the last bone of the cat’s toe and in order to remove
it, bones, nerves, ligaments, and tendons must be
amputated (see diagram). This amputation is repeat-
ed 10 times and is the equivalent of cutting off all 10
fingers of a person at the last joint (at the knuckle
just below the nail). Before surgery the cat will
receive antibiotics, narcotic pain medications, and
sedatives. Afterward, the incision sites are sutured
and the paws are bandaged for 1-3 days.  Clearly this
is a painful surgery with a painful recovery period.

Declawing is widely regarded as mutilation through-
out developed areas of the world. It is actually illegal
(or only performed under extreme circumstances) in
most European countries, including England,
France, Italy, Germany, Ireland, Spain, Switzerland,
Norway, and Sweden. In this country, although it is
still legal, many vets consider declawing to be an
“inhumane” and “unnecessarily mutilating” proce-
dure done for pet owner convenience. No animal wel-
fare organization condones this practice. 

Complications and Consequences: Complications
are possible with any surgery. In addition to the dan-
gers inherent to surgery and anesthesia, and the
pain associated with the procedure and recovery
period, declawing presents other consequences.
Removing the claws removes a vital part of the cat’s
anatomy; balance, mobility, and survival behavior are
impaired. Without intact toe bones the conformation
of the cat’s foot is changed and his ability to balance
or secure a foothold on his amputated stubs is 

impaired. Also, without claws a cat’s primary means
of defense is gone. Declawed cats are vulnerable and
should never be let outdoors. If a cat should get out
accidentally, he is at risk for being injured or killed
by other animals because he has no means of defense
nor the ability to climb a tree to escape to safety.
Moreover, many owners have reported serious per-
sonality changes and behavioral issues that arose
after declawing. Formerly friendly cats may become
very timid. Many cats develop an aversion to their lit-
ter boxes after the procedure. This is probably
because the action of scratching is very painful after
the surgery and the cats avoid scratching long there-
after. Also, since declawed cats can no longer “mark”
with their paws they may mark with urine instead.
Others reported that their pets became more hostile
and more apt to bite people after declawing. This is
because cats become stressed, insecure, and anxious
without their claws for defense and resort to biting to
compensate. 

The Alternatives
So, what is one to do to preserve both couch and cat?
There are several alternatives to declawing that are
worth trying. 

1. Behavioral modification: 
• To discourage your cat from scratching where

he should not, cover the area with aluminum
foil, double-sided tape, or plastic wrap (cats
find these materials very unpleasant to touch),
or secure inflated balloons to the area where
your cat is accustomed to scratching.

• Use a pet odor remover to “unmark” the furni-
ture/curtains and reclaim them as your own.

• If your cat continues to scratch furniture, try
squirting him with a squirt gun or spray bottle
or blow a whistle while he is scratching.

• Never hit a cat or use physical punishment.

2. Encourage the use of a scratching post. There are
many on the market and different cats prefer dif-
ferent types. Whatever type you (or your cat) 
chooses, make is as attractive as possible: 
• Place one close to area cat uses to scratch, also

place one near where cat sleeps (they like to
scratch immediately after waking).

•  Ensure that post is secure; won’t wobble
•  Scent with catnip
•  Attach cat play toys to post
•  Reward cat when he uses post

continued on page 3
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Feline Friendly 
Holidays 2002
by Tina J. Gagne

June
Adopt–a–Cat Month
Sponsor: American 
Humane Association

1–800–227–4645
www.americanhumane.org

June
Adopt–a–Shelter–Cat Month
Sponsor: American Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals

212–876–7700
www.aspca.org

August 17
National Homeless Animals Day
Sponsor: International Society
for Animal Rights

1–800–543–4727
www.i–s–a–r.com

October 5–11
Animal Welfare Week
Sponsor: American Veterinary
Medical Association

1–800–248–2862
www.avma.org

November 3–9
National Animal Shelter
Appreciation Week
Sponsor: The Human Society 
of the United States

202–452–1100
www.animalsheltering.org

You know you’re a Cat Person when...
…you refer to your cat as your furry child.

Volunteer Spotlight

It becomes readily apparent to even
the most casual observer who spends
just a few moments at the GNHCP

“Center” on State Street that the work of
the Project would not get done without
the steady and devoted commitment of a
passionate team of volunteers. During a
recent visit to the Center on a busy
Saturday, I observed volunteers fielding
assistance calls, answering visitor’s
questions about the GNHCP, interviewing
potential cat “parents”, negotiating
donations, transporting animals, and
cleaning, cleaning, cleaning! And this is
just a small part of what volunteers
accomplish for the Project on a daily
basis. It is the hard work of this commit-
ted group that helps provide dozens of
greater New Haven area cats with better
lives each year. 

Recently, I spoke with GNHCP
President Cheryl DeFilippo about the
work done by Project volunteers. As
Cheryl sees it, GNHCP volunteer work
can be broken down into six basic areas.
The first of these is the “TNR”, or trap-
neuter-return. It is this work that direct-
ly addresses the cat overpopulation
problem, and gets cats off the streets.
For TNR actions to be successful, volun-
teers must be willing to spend hours,
sometimes in inclement weather and
inhospitable neighborhoods, setting up
and checking traps, transporting ani-
mals to the veterinarian, providing
recovery, taking adoptable animals to
foster homes or the Center, returning
unadoptable cats to their home neigh-
borhoods, and often, coping with sick
and injured animals. Not only do volun-
teers willingly perform these labors, but
there is also the complex task of inter-
acting with “colony managers”, those
individuals who are the community con-
tact with a feral cat colony, and who are
often the ones making the initial request
for assistance. The sources of stress for
those involved in TNR’s are innumer-
able. 

The other volunteer areas of GNHCP
are secondary to the TNR component,

not because they mean less, but because
they support it. The Center must be
staffed regularly, and direct care is pro-
vided to the cats there twice a day. A
strict disinfectant and cleaning schedule
is followed and documented, and very
importantly, the cats at the Center are
socialized to keep them ready for inter-
action with the public on Saturdays,
when the Center is open. Volunteers also
provide foster homes for those cats that
need a temporary place to stay before
they come to the Center for adoption.
Fostering a formerly homeless animal
can involve administering medication
and frequent bottle feedings not to men-
tion the disruption of regular human
meal times and sleep! Fundraising is an
area of need. Without funds, little can
happen. Those who do get involved in
fundraising tend to be creative, and
enjoy generating merchandising ideas,
or planning events, such as the recent
fundraiser at BAR in downtown New
Haven. Educational programming is a
fairly new addition to the volunteer pro-
gram. Plans that are in the works include
the development of an educational color-
ing book with information about pet
care, and another possible Spay Day col-
laboration with the Friends of the New
Haven Animal Shelter in August. Last,
but not at all least, is Public Relations.
Volunteers who are interested in this
area are dedicated to getting the word
out. Postering, communicating with city
officials, working on the newsletter, and
contact with the media are all current
volunteer public relations accomplish-
ments. Clearly, all these folks are doing a
lot of work.

In order to bring a more feline face
to the volunteer program, each upcom-
ing issue of the newsletter will feature a
Volunteer Spotlight, focusing on the indi-
viduals who perform these many tasks.
It is our hope that this Spotlight will not
only give some credit where it is very
due, but perhaps also generate some
more public interest in the volunteer
program.

by Natalya Sapko



Exceptional  fr iends seeking specia l  homes

If you’re interested in opening your heart and your home 
to these special felines call (203) 782-CATS.

Including GNHCP in your Will
Please continue to demonstrate your concern and commitment to the
plight of homeless animals by making a bequest on their behalf to
GNHCP in your will. Funds can be directed toward the spay/neuter pro-
gram, foster care program, or for cats of a particular region within the
Greater New Haven area.

Bequests – The easiest and lowest-cost way to make a deferred gift to
GNHCP is to include us in your will or revocable trust. Each individ-
ual legacy contributes to the our financial strength and ability to
alleviate the unnecessary suffering of New Haven County’s cats. 

Types of Bequests – You can give almost any kind of asset to GNHCP
through a bequest, including cash or the remainder of your IRA, Keogh,
tax-sheltered annuity, qualified pension or profit-sharing plan. Ask your
attorney about your bequest options, such as residuary bequests, con-
tingent bequests, testamentary trusts, and QTip trusts.

Tax Benefits – A bequest is deductible for federal estate tax purposes,
and there is no limit on the amount of the estate tax charitable
deduction your estate can take. In addition, bequests generally are
not subject to state inheritance or estate taxes. In a large estate,
where the assets are often subject to a high federal estate tax, the
savings may be more than half the value of the bequest.

How to Make a Bequest – A bequest to GNHCP can be made by creat-
ing a new will, adding a codicil to your existing will, or including
GNHCP in your revocable trust. Talk to your attorney concerning the
Bequest language.

Bridget: 1 1/2 yr.
old DSH, female res-
cued from
Edgewood Ave in
NH with her 5 kit-
tens. Loves to play,
affectionate, like
other cats.

Edie: 1 yr. old DMH,
female rescued from

Edwards St. in NH.
Very friendly with

people and kittens;
loves to petted and

held.

Audrey: 1 yr. old
DLH, female rescued
from Ellsworth Ave.
in NH. Has a slight
asthma condition
but playful and loves
treats.

Mimi: Rescued from
Edgewood Ave in NH.

9 month old, DSH,
male.Very playful and

affectionate.

Declawing: continued from page 1

3. Trim nails regularly. Tips: 
• Use a commercial cat nail clipper or human toenail

clipper
• Easiest to do when cat is relaxed or sleepy
• Have one person hold cat while a second person

clips the nails
• Gently press the cat’s toe pads to extend the claws
• Do not trim too short! Cut about halfway between

the tip of claw and the “quick” (the pink part)
• Be patient; you don’t need to trim all nails in one sitting

4. Consider Soft Paws

• Lightweight vinyl caps that are glued on the cat’s
front claws

• Easy to apply (no vet needed); last 4-6 weeks; avail-
able in clear or colors

• To order: 1-800-989-2542 or online at 
www.softpaws.com

In conclusion, declawing is a serious surgery that caus-
es great pain and serious consequences. With patience,
scratching problems are correctable. For especially
challenging scratching problems contact the Cats
International Behavior Hotline at (262) 375-8852. 

1. Line of Amputation; 3.Third
Phalanx; 4. Ungual Process;
5. Ungual Crest; 6. Flexor Tendon;
7. Dorsal Ligaments - are all severed
and amputated in the declawing 
surgery. Declawing involves 10 
separate and painful amputations.
Adapted from: Textbook of Small Animal
Surgery 2nd ed; Slatter D:W.B. Saunders Co.

Onychectomy: “Declawing”
- Feline Digital Amputation

Clara: A two-year-old
long-haired black-and-

white-female. Clara’s
shy, but she loves to be

brushed and enjoys
attention.

Bridget

Edie

Audrey

Mimi

Clara



The Greater 
New Haven 
Cat Project, Inc.
P.O. Box 1432
New Haven,
Connecticut 06506

Gift Order form

Item ________________________________________

Item ________________________________________

Sizes ______ Color ______ Price_________

Total_________

Ship to:

Name ________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________

City__________________ State ______ Zip _________

Telephone_____________________________________

Shipping and handling for 1 item $3.95, for two
items $4.95. Please make your check out to:
The Greater New Haven Cat Project, Inc and
mail along with this form to P.O. Box 1432, New
Haven, CT 06506. For more than two items please
call us at the Center 203-782-CATS for shipping
and handling charges.

Visit us on the web 

www.orgsites.com/ct/gnhcp
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Show your cat colors by giving and wearing
Greater New Haven Cat Project
Cat-friendly
Merchandise.

Tee-shirts with GNHCP Logo $15.00
(adult sizes medium, large, extra large)

Sweatshirts with GNHCP Logo $20.00
(adult sizes: Small/Medium/Large/Extra large)
(colors: red, natural, blue, gray)

Tote Bags (with GNHCP logo) $12.75

Bookmarks $3.75

All prices include CT State 6% sales tax


