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Respect For All...Friends of Many

The Greater New Haven Cat Project, Inc.
(GNHCP) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization formed in 1996 to 
address the problems of  cat
overpopulation, neglect and abuse
in our area. GNHCP provides 
spay/neuter assistance for feral, stray
and abandoned cats, and promotes
responsible pet ownership through
educational workshops. The organization
is comprised solely of  volunteers, and is 
funded through private donations,
fundraising events and grants.
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Our spotlight falls today on some exemplary 
veterinarians, neighbors, community citizens 
and staunch friends of  The Greater New Haven 
Cat Project (GNHCP): the doctors at the Branford 
Veterinary Hospital. We spoke with two of  the 
three full-time staff  at this hospital, Dr. Scott 
Gavaletz and Dr. Robert Schaper.

Though he was born in Miami, FL and remains 
an avid fan of  Florida sports teams, Scott Gavaletz, 
D.V.M., considers himself  a native of  the Elm City, 
having moved to New Haven with his family when he 
was 5 years old. Scott has been working with animals 
for almost 15 years. His love of  biology blossomed 
during his undergraduate years at the Southern 
Connecticut State University, from which he holds a 
B.S. in Zoology with departmental honors. It was at 
Southern that he discovered his academic passion 
for animals (he focused on reptiles in college) might 
translate into a practical career as a veterinarian. 
He describes how one day one of  his favorite teachers, 
Professor Jane Feng, pulled him out of  biology class 
to talk with him about his future. Scott went on to earn 
his D.V.M. from the University of  Florida in 2002, 
studying mycoplasma infection in alligators for his research work.

Both before and during his tenure in veterinary school, he served as an emergency 
veterinary technician. Dr. Gavaletz joined the Branford Veterinary Hospital in 2008. 
His practice at BVH includes all types of  animals, though he specializes in exotics, 
local wildlife and small animals, and he is a self-professed “very big fan” of  cats. 
He shares his own home with three cats: Ptolemy, Heddy and Shaina. Shaina and 
Scott found each other through his work with GNHCP. 

When asked about his wildlife practice, the quiet Dr. Gavaletz lights right up. He 
works with local animal control officials to treat wildlife in the area that are injured 
or caught in traps; he once treated a wild otter from the Mystic aquarium, and he 
notes with a wry smile that he will soon be seeing lots of  baby squirrels, as “this 
[spring] is their season.” 

Scott Gavaletz, D.V.M.Scott Gavaletz, D.V.M.

Robert Schaper, V.M.DRobert Schaper, V.M.D
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When asked about the differences between treating wild versus 
domestic animals, or “exotic” versus the more standard dog and cat, 
Scott says there are many basic elements of  medical treatment that track from one 
category to the other. For example, in any case, one must use different antibiotics for 
carnivores (dog or raccoon) than for herbivores (horse or deer). There are some things that are 
unique to a particular animal, however; Dr. Gavaletz found out by working with one that the blue-footed 
booby eats only fresh fish. This meant a lot of  trips to the local bait store while he had this bird in his care!

When asked about his work with GNHCP, Dr. Gavaletz described a cat colony in Waterford with which he worked. 
Cat colonies intrigue him because, even in the wild scrabbling every day for survival, cats work together. They may 
hunt alone, but they don’t seem to fight over either food or access to shelter. Many cats in colonies are not domesticable, 
Scott says, but for the few that are, he is grateful to organizations like GNHCP for working so hard and patiently to 
rehabilitate them. He also praised the Project for focusing on the city of  New Haven, saving cats from becoming victims 
of  roadkill and shelterkill, and saving birds and wildlife from falling prey to feral cats that are unmonitored, actively 
breeding and desperately hungry.

Finally, Dr. Gavaletz shared his advice for all those young people out there who love animals, enjoy biology and 
chemistry, and may try to enter veterinary school one day themselves. He says of  course one must work hard for 
good grades in high school and engage in extracurricular activities that relate to a love for animals and a desire to serve 
ones community (such as 4H, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, volunteering at local animal shelters). He also feels it’s important 
for students to be well-rounded candidates with broad interests. After all, he notes, the first priority of  any veterinary 
training is to teach students *all* animals first, and only later in their training may they specialize in any one given area. 

Robert Schaper, V.M.D., or “Dr. Bob” as he is known around the clinic, has been working with animals for almost 
four decades. Over his many years of  caring for critters, Dr. Bob has worked at a zoo, studied bats in Mexico and 
performed biopsies on whales. Closer to home, he has been practicing veterinary medicine on the Shoreline since 1977. 
He worked in the Guilford Veterinary Hospital for ten years before buying the Branford Veterinary Hospital practice 
in 1987, which became his full-time practice in 1988. In taking over the BVH, Dr. Bob continues a distinguished and 
long-standing community institution; the hospital was started in 1937 by Dr. Gerlach.

Bob hails originally from Long Island. His academic history is as impressive as it is peripatetic. He attended 
Gettysburg College where, having always been interested in the sciences, he studied biology. His studies then took a 
turn through two years of  divinity school on a Rockefeller fellowship at the University of  Chicago, earning his first 
MA. Not sure if  that was his calling, so to speak, Dr. Bob took some time off  and returned to Gettysburg to work in a 
mixed animal practice for a fellow he refers to as Doc Jackson. This experience showed him the light, and back he went
to the classroom, this time for another master’s degree (in Entomology) from the University of  Arizona, where he 
studied in the entomology department on a research fellowship. Dr. Bob’s research for this degree is particularly 
fascinating; he worked on a team that was testing the effects of  toxicological chemicals that were being developed and 
deployed to replace DDT, which had been removed from the public marketplace. His specific study tracked the effect 
of  a particular chemical agent (toxifene) on the mosquito fish, which lived in the irrigation channels of  cotton fields. 
As engrossing as this research was for Dr. Bob, he explains that practicing veterinary medicine is much more 
emotionally satisfying to him than doing research, and he found his way in the end to veterinary school at the 
University of  Pennsylvania.

I asked Dr. Bob what he loves about being a vet. In a word, it’s the variety. He loves all animals, as his flock of  three 
dogs, two ponies, a donkey, several turtles, a cat, multiple chickens and a 20 year old koi should evidence. The unique 
privilege and joy of  veterinary medicine for Dr. Bob is that he gets to work with so many different kinds of  animals on 
a regular basis. The day-to-day practice itself  is always stimulating, because “you never know what will walk through 
the door.” When asked whether his work has changed over the years, he answered an emphatic yes. Thirty years ago, he 
explains, the average animal owner had more exposure to animals just as matter of  the course of  their lives. Most people 
had grown up on a farm, or their uncle or brother or friend had. This gave people a natural sense for animals and they 
more quickly picked up on signs that an animal might be sick (“if  a horse is pooping like a cow, something’s wrong”). 
Demographics are very different now, with so many pet owners being urbanites who may not have a direct or recent 
connection to the land. This means for Dr. Bob that the triangulation among animal, owner/caretaker and veterinarian 
has become a more intense part of  his daily ministrations.
 

A special thanks to the kids at 

Wintergreen Interdistrict Magnet School in Hamden 

who held a fundraiser to bene�it GNHCP:  

They brought in 40lbs of dry cat food, 

80 cans of cat food, and supplies for our Center.
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by Val Maloney

Mandy

Sanford

In Memory of Dusty, our beloved cat - the Cameron Family 

In Memory of Tigger - Donna Consolini

In Memory of my beloved cat of 20 years - Barbara Blodgett 

Memorial Contributions

In Memory of Bud Lurie - Steven Lefkowitz & Gigi Whitford

GNHCP Wish List – Things to keep our Center clean 
and running smoothly and to keep our foster cats happy and healthy.

Gift cards to: 
WAL★MART, Petco 
or grocery stores
First-class stamps 

Paper towels

Trash bags 
Simple Green 

Dish soap
Advantage

KMR Powder Formula
Catnip toys, Toy mice

Cat treats
Unopened dry and 

canned cat food

Top human meds that are toxic to pets 
from Pet Poison Hotline

• Pain relievers 
•Antidepressants 

•ADD/ADHD medications 
•Sleep aids 

•Muscle relaxants 
•Heart medications  

The Pet Poison help line is 1-800-213-6680
www.petpoisonhelpline.com.

continued from page 2

Finally, Dr. Bob also has advice for young folks who would love to become veterinarians, and it is positively 
Churchhillian: “never, never, never, never give up.” If  you want to go to veterinary school, plan to go, and keep 
applying until you get in. The statistics are daunting – Dr. Bob cited figures of  1200 applicants for 100 seats. 
Therefore, passion, persistence and creativity (“offer to be on call in case anyone from the admitted class drops out 
at the last minute - it happens!”) are essential. 

A big heart and a generous spirit are two more characteristics of  these fine practitioners, and GNHCP is deeply 
grateful to them and to everyone at the Branford Veterinary Hospital for their unwavering support.

A recent newlywed and an award winning professional photographer, Debbie Donofrio Koundry, still finds the time to volunteer 
with The Greater New Haven Cat Project, Inc. Debbie has loved animals from childhood, and repeatedly asked her mother for a 
cat, but it wasn’t until she turned 18 that she adopted her first cat.

Debbie got involved with GNHCP following the passing of  one of  her cats, Charlie. Debbie 
donated some of  Charlie’s items and met Cheryl, GNHCP’s President. They enjoyed talking 
with each other and Cheryl asked Debbie if  she would be interested in volunteering.  It’s been 
over three years and Debbie has been a valuable resource in responding to assistance calls the 
organization receives, helping to organize fundraisers, and fostering cats. She recently adopted 
two beautiful cats from GNHCP: Mandy and Sanford.  

Debbie’s warm and friendly personality made her the obvious choice to become the GNHCP 
Volunteer Coordinator. Debbie has been engaging volunteers to help with fundraisers and other 
events where GNHCP needs a volunteer presence. She serves as a liaison for the volunteers with
the Board of  Directors. Debbie has a talent for photography. She does portraits, landscapes, 
sporting events, weddings, and pet portraits.  Debbie has even used her photography skills in a 
volunteer capacity to photograph young campers with cancer for a fundraising event and also 
for the CT Audubon.

Debbie is described by one of  her friends as having a big heart and loves giving back to the 
community, especially to cats in need. All of  the volunteers at GNHCP agree and are happy 
to work with her.

To view Debbie’s photography, visit her website: www.debbiedonofriophotography.com

Volunteer Spotlight ~Debbie Donofrio Koundry
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Donations
-

 

The Greater New Haven Cat Project, Inc. (GNHCP), begun in 1996, works to combat the cat overpopulation dilemma with a comprehensive 
spay/neuter program that focuses on the numerous feral colonies and abandoned cats of Connecticut. We also locate excellent, stable homes for the
friendly cats and kittens that are found or abandoned in the streets and houses of the Greater New Haven area.Finally, we offer other programs such  
as The Tommy Fund, Barn Home Project and regular operations at our Center. If you would like to aid and abet our burgeoning mission, then please

Basic Donation: 
With an annual donation of $25, you will receive 
copies of our newsletter, Catmatters  twice a year.

Population Donation: 
With an annual donation of $45, you will receive 
a copy of our newsletter, Catmatters , twice 
yearly as well as a 10% discount on all GNHCP 
merchandise or tickets for a GNHCP fundraising 
event. Most importantly, this type of gift enables 
GNHCP to spay one female cat and to promote a 
healthy, humane approach to the cat 
overpopulation problem.

Gift Donation:
With a minimum donation of $25, this gift is 
a great idea for a birthday or holiday for the 
fellow or sister cat lover in your life. The 
recipient will receive an acknowledgment 
on your behalf in addition to our newsletter, 
Catmatters, for one year.

Memorial Donation: 
You can recognize a special animal or person in 
your life with a donation that will help other cats.

Additional Contribution: 

Any additional donations received through our 

newsletter will help to fund our spay/neuter program,

The Tommy Fund (for extraordinary veterinary

expenses) or operations at our Center.

Foster Cat Sponsorship: 

With a donation of $125, you will receive our 

newsletter, Catmatters , for one year, a photo 

and update on your sponsored cat and a 10% 

discount on GNHCP merchandise or tickets for 

a GNHCP fundraising event.

consider one of the following options for your gracious donation:

Please sign me up for a:

Basic Donation ($25) :______ Population Donation ($45) :______  Gift Donation ($25) :______  Sponsor a Foster Cat ($125):______ 

Memorial Donation: $______  In memory of:_________________________________________________________________

Contribution to GNHCP:  Spay/Neuter Program $______  Tommy Fund $______  Center expenses $______

Name__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Full Address_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thank you for your support of our efforts. All donations are tax deductible.

Please visit our Facebook group page under the name
 The Greater New Haven Cat Project, Inc.
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